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Vou lL] OCTOBER, 1822. [No. 10. 
LETTER ON THE DOCTRINE OF the use of means—as not being a pro- 
ELECTION. Sitable doctrine, provided it were true.— 


Some have said that men are elected 
after they repent, and on that account. 
, I now greatly lament the misimprove- 
“ For some time past my lot has been ' ment of those opportunities which were: 
east in ene of the new settlements far ,| once allowed me of becoming acquain- 
at the west. I have been favoured with || ted with the word of God. Though I 
but very little religious instruction, and }/ am unable to vindicate this doctrine a- 
much of that little has been worse than || gainst objections, | am not prepared to 
lostupon me. Though I was the off- }| deny it, without farther inquiry. 
spring of pious parents, and taught to i suppose that most of the well edu- 
reverence the institutions of religion in || cated ministers of the Presbyterian and 
my youthful days, I am astonished at |} Congregational order in our Jand, wizose 
the sad reverse incident on my coming || labours have been attended with such 
to this place. Though to spend the |) remarkable outpouring of the Holy Spi- 
Sabbath as a day of amusement, and |} rit in late years, hold to the doctrine of 
eutirely neglect all form of religion, || election. If men of eminent talents 
were to me new customs, I soon became |} and piety, who have made the scrip- 
habituated to them. For a number of || tures their principal study through a 
years, 1 was borne on by the current, |/ long life, consider election as a cardinal 
and no one said why do ye so, except doctrine of revelation; I think it be- 
that now and then my own conseience | comes me, not to believe it because they 


Extracts from a leiter, to which the fol- 
lowing is an answer. 


had a severe conflict with me. But I |} believe it, nor to reject it because others 
will not give you pain by detailing || oppose it, but to omit uniting with any 
those sins which have since caused me |] order of Christians at present, and de- 
the most poignaut grief. vote myself to the study of the scrip- 

About three months since, [ heard a |} tures. 

If you, Dear Sir, should find leisure 
to write me a few lines on this subject, 
it would be exceedingly welcome. 


ANSWER TO THE PRECEDING 
LETTER. 


missionary preach trom these words. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
{ 
| 
| 


“Where art thou?’’ Barely reading 
the text seemed to strike me like an e- 
lectrie shock. It is impossible to con- 

ceive, much more to express the horror | 

and torebodings of God’s wrath which ! 
overspread my mind as the speaker pro- 

Your coinmunication was duly re- 

ceived and perused with no small degree 

of satisfaction. It readily broaght to 

|| my mind the gracious promise of Jebo- 

vah that he would be a God to believers 

I and to their seed after them. May the 

happy change which has rece _ taken 

| p'ace in your mind be productive of 

those good truits which shall be to the 

gle ary of God on the earth, and earnests 

of glory aad bicssedness in the kingdom 

of heaven. 
You mention a trials respecting 


ceeded. All my past sins were called 
to remembrance: and like mountains 
piled on mountains, they seemed to 
erush me down with an insupportable 
weight. This state of mind continued 
almost incessant about two weeks ; till, 
just as I was sinking in despair—when, 
i humbly hope, I was made willing to 
be saved on the terins of the eospel. i 
think [ can safely say, I have had great | 
peace, most of the time since. But o | 
late my mind has been considerably a- || 


gitated about doctrines; particularly 1 
the doctrine of election. Sinee the re- || the doctrine of election, and reguest me 


vival commenced, we have fr: quently to write youa letter. With this request 
had preaching ; and much has been said i $n cheerta! ly comply May the 
acainst this doctrine and those who hold |\ #Pirit which indicted the Holy Serip- 
to it. it is represented as presenting || turcs. enable me to set this subject be- 
the character of God ina very odicus |; tore you in a clear and just light. 

lichi—as makivg him a partial be? ng— | I know the doctrine. of election is 
as destroying free-agency—as precluding |} much coutioverted, but i hope it dogs 
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not always arise from a carnal mind 
which is enmity against God, and hates 
the light; but from other coasiderations | 
more pardonable. 

It may be im sortant to state what the 
Orthodox, 0: saab who hole to the doc- 
trines of ihe Reformation, uuderstand 
by election. They understand that God 
did from eternity, purpose to save @ cer- 
tain particular part of the fumily of 
man. The following passages must sui 
ficiently prove that ‘his definition 3s a- 
greeable to the word of God. Acts, 

3. 48. ** And as manv as were ordain- 
ed to eternal life believed. Eph. 1. 4. 
Acéording as he hath chosen us in him 
before the fonndation of the world, that 
we should be holy, and without blame 
before him in love. 2 ‘Tim. 1. 9. Who 
hath saved us, and called us with an ho- 
ly calling, not according to our werks, 
but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Je- 
sus before the world began. Eph.3 1i. 
According to the eternal purpose which 
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


In the first of these passages, we are | 


taught that a ceftain particular part of | 
the people in Antioch were elected :— 
“as many as were ordained.’’ And in 
the three following, it is shown by whom, 
and mwhen they were etected. They 
were elected or chosen by God, before 
the foundation of the world—before the 
world began—according to his eterna! 
purpose. I[n all these passages, it is ex 
pressly declared to what they were elec- 
ted. They vy >re elected to eternal life 
—to be holy—to be saved—to know (by 
happy experience) the manifold wisdom 
of God. Thus, I think it plainly ap- 
pears, that the above ‘efinition is fully 
supported by the scriptures of truth 

As some positively deny the doctrine 
of election; or that one is any more e- 
lected than another, t shall cite a tew 
texts to show you how directly this as- 
sertion contradicts the word of God.— 
John, 6. 39. *‘* And this is the Father's 
will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing. Chap. 17. 2. That he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given‘him. Verse 6. Ihave manifested 
thy name unto the men which thou ga- 
vest me out of the world: thine they 
were, and thou gavest them me. Verse 
9. I pray for them. I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou hast-gi- 
ven me. Verse 24. I wiil that they also 
whom thou bast given me be w ith me 


| 


: 
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where lam, Chap. 6.37. All that ithe 
Father giveth me shall come to me.”’ 
| Phese texts which relate to the cantina: 
of redemption, certainly teach that a 
part of the family of man w: re given to 
Christ in ‘his covenant, as his spiritual 
seed. Of course they must have been 
elected to be saved by Christ. 

There are mary other texts, which in 
the plainest terms, rm presenta part, and 
only a part of mankind, as being elee- 
ted to salvation: bot my limits will ad- 
iit of my quoting only a few of them, 
Math. 24. 24. * For there shall arise 
fatse Christs and false propiets, and 
shall shew gieat signs and wonders ;— 
insommeh that if it were possible, they 
should deceive the very elect.’ In the 
5th verse it is said, **they should de- 
ceive many :"? but here it is implied in 
very strong terms, that there is an elect 
number, who cannot be ceceived. Luke 
i8. 7. ‘And shall not God avenge 
his own elect which ery day and night 
unto him?’ The elect spoken of in this 
passage, mast mean a certain particular 
class of praying people. Math. 24. 31. 
** And he shall send his angels with a 
creat sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the 
four winds, and from one end of heaven 
to the other.”? -The elect who. will be 
gathered together at the day of judg- 
ment, cannot include but a part of the 
family of man; for in the 13th Chap. 
41, 42, we read of another class who, at 
the same time, wil' be * gathered out 
of the kingdom and cast into a furnace 
of fire.’ 2 Thess. 2. 13. * But we are 
bound to give thanks always to God, for 
you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, be- 
cause God hath from the beginning cho- 
sen you to salvation, thro’ sanctification 
ofthe Spirit, and belief of the truth. Eph. 
1, 4, 5, 9,11. Aceording as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy & 
without blame before him in love: ha- 
ving predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children, bv Jesus Christ, to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his 
will. Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to hs 
good pleasurey which he hath purposed 
in himself. In whom also we have ob- 

tained inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of 
hisown will. Rom. 8. 28, 29, 30. And 


we know that all things work together 
for goed to them that love God, to them 
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who afe the called according to his pur- 
pose. For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might 
pe the first born among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom he did preestinate, 
them be also called ; and whom he cal- 
led, them he also justilied; and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified. 1 
Thess. 1.4. Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God.”” The apostle in 
these passages spoke of a particular 
class of men, of christians in these chur- 
ches: ** Beeause Gott hath from the be- 
ginning chosen you to salvation—Accor- 
ding as he Hath chosen us—To them 
who love God—Knowing, therefore, 
brethren, beloved. 

The following texts likewise, are of 
the same import) Math. 20,16. ‘“ For 
many be called, but few chosen. John 
15. 19. But because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.”’ 
Here is a particular few spoken of, in 
distinction trom the many who are eall- 
ed; in Cistinction from the world out of 
which they are chosen, and who hate 
them on that account. 

Acts 13. 48. ‘* And as mary as were 
ordained to eternal life believed.’’— 
Does not this plainly teach that a part 
of the gentiles in Antioch, were ordain- 
ed to eternal life; and that they, & they 
only who were thus ordained, believed ? 

Rom. 9. 11—23. ‘“ For the children 
being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, 
not of works, but of him that calleth. 
ft was said unto her, the elder shall 
serve the younger. As itis written, Ja- 
cob have I loved, but Esau have I ha 
ted. What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
For he saith to Moses, I will have mer 
cyon whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom [ will 
have compassion. So then, it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that sheweth mercy.— 
For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, e 
ven for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that [might shew my power in 
thee, and that my name might be decla- 


ted throughout all ‘he earth. .There- 
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art thou that repliest against God ?—~ 
Shall the thing formed say to him that 
formed it, why hast thou n.ade me thus? 
Hath not the potter power over the clay 
of the same lump te make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishon- 
our? What if God, willing to show his 
wrath, and to make his power known, 
endured with much long-suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction.— 
And that he might make known the ri- 
ches of his glory on the vessels of mer- 
cy which he had atore prepared unto 
glory.”” In this portion of scripture, 
two classes are pointed out, the elect & 
the non-elect. One of these two brothers 
was elected, the other was not. On one, 
God shews mercy and compassion, while 
the other is appointed to be hardened. 
One is madea vessel of honour, another 
of dishonour. 
tom. 11. 5, 7. “Even so then, at 
nant according to the election of grace. 
What then? Israel hath not obtained 
that which he seeketh for; but the elec- 
tion hath obtained it and the rest were 
blinded.’’ Here the election, or the 
elect, from armong that nation, are eall- 
eda remnant. The apostle speaks of 
the election, and then adds, the rest 
were blinded. These texts, | think. are 
sufficient to prove that a part of mankind 
in distinction from others, are elected to 
salvation, are ordained to eternal life. 
Having shown that the election of a 
certain particular part of mankind, is a 
doctrine, clearly and fully tanght in the 
scriptures, I shall now undéftake to 
point ont to you, when menare elected. 
Those denominations of professed chris- 
tians, who, in general, embrace the sen- 
timents of Arminius, (and on that aec- 
count are called Arminians,) usually, if 
not universally, hold that none are elec- 
ted till after they are regenerated; or 
become believers. They say that after 
sinners repent, God chooses to save 
them, and this is election. But where is 
there a passage of scripture in all the 
bible, that supports such a position? I 
know of noue, nor do I recollect ever to 
have heard any advocate of this scheme 
attempt to support it by the word of 
God. I think nothing can be plainer, 
both from reason and seripture, than that 


fore hati he mercy on whom he will || God’s electing purpose is eternal. If 


have merey, and whom he will he her- | 
deneth. Thou wilt say then unto me why | 
doth he yet find fault? for who hath re- | 
tisted his will? Nay but, O man, who | 


none are elected till after they repent, 
and all are elected as soon as they repent, 
then God must continually have new 
purposes, which is perfectly inconsistent 
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with his immutability. If God has new || foreknowledge of God the Father.’*~. 
purposes, then he must be changeable On supposition that men are not elected 
like creatures. It is impossible in the | till alter they are regenerated, in what 
nature of things that there should ever || sense are they “elected according to 
be any thing new to an infinite being. the foreknow ledge ot God the Father?” 
But we will depend principally on || This text manitestly implies that elec. 
plain and express declarations of scrip- || tion is coeval with the foreknowle dge 
ture to decide this important question. || of Jehovah. 
2 Thess. 2. 13. ** God hath from the be- tom. 8. 30. “ Moreover, whom he 
ginning chosen you to salvation, through 1 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief ‘of 
the truth. 2 Tim. 1.9. Who hath sa- | 
ved us, and called us with an holy call- | 
| 





did predestinate, them he also cailed; 


} 

| and whom he called, them he also jus. 
tified ; and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified.”? In this passage also, 
predestination is mentioned as being 
previous to effectual calling, or justifi 
‘cation. They are first predestinated, 


ing, not according to our works, but aec- 
cording to his own purpose and grace 
which was given us in Christ Jesus be- 
fore the world began. Epb. 1. 4. Ac- | then gre or converted. 

cording as he hath chosen us in him be- Eph. 1.5, 11. “ Having predestina- 
fore the founcation of the world, that || ted us, bat the adoption of children by 
we should be holy, and without biame Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
before him in love.’ Here certain in- || good pleasure ot his will. Bei ing pre- 
dividuals are spoken of as being elected, 1 destinated according to the purpose of 
‘from the beginning—from beture the || him who worketh all things after the 
world began—irom before the founda- || counsel of his own will.”’* In _ these 
tion of the world.” These scriptures passages, predestination is represented 
assert in very strong and emphatical lan- || as being a periectly sovereign act of the 
guage, that men are » elee ted, not only be- ; divine will, and of course it must have 
fore they repent, but before they, or e- || been from eternity. There can be no 











ven the world had au existence. succession of purposes, or of ideas in 
Acts 13.48. ‘And as many as were || the mind of a being who is infinite in 
ordained unto eternal life believed.’’— i Accordingly, 





In order to support the opinion, that | in another place, the apostle calls the 


men are not elected till after they be- || purpose of God to save sinners by Jesus | 


lieve, the order of this text must be in- 
verted, and read thus; as many as be- 
lieved were ordained to eternal life.— 
But if we take the passage as it is gi | 
ven by inspiration of God, we must be 

constrained to acknowledge, that ordi- 

nation to eternal life, is antecedent to 

believing. 

John 15. 16. ** Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you and ordained you, 
that ye should go & bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain.” On sup- 
pesition that men repent betore they are 


to the eternal purpose, which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord.’’ (Eph. 
3. 11.) Thus I think it has been fully 
shown when men are elected. 





B. K. 


* We frequently hear predestination spo- 
ken of in a contemptuous manner, as a dam- 
nable heresy. How often is the finger of 
scorn pointed at those who advocate this doc- 
trine! “ He is a predestinarian /—He is one 
of your predestinarian preachers!” But 
what is more manifest from the word of God 
than that St. Paul was a predestinarian ? 


To he continued. 


elected, it must follow, that they do 
cheose Christ before he chooses or elects 
them; which would be in direct oppo- 
sition to his own words: Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you. 

Rom. 9. 11. “ For the children being 
not yet born, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not 
of works, but of hii that calleth.”” If 
men are elected before they are born, 
or have done any good or evil, as this 
passage imports; then certainly they 
are elected before they became believers. 


For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF SACRED 
CRITICISM. 

In looking through the records of 
the Church, we are frequently as- 
tonished at the barbarous, and often 
apparently wanton mis-interpreta- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, which 


Christ, an eterna] purpose—“ according 
has prevailed at different periods. 


1 Pet. 1.2. “Eleet according to the || It seems‘as if human ingenuity had 
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tortured itself in giving forced and jon a careful investigation of the 
unmeaning explanations of what is || word of God. 
in itself perspicuous, and in involv- |; This investigation it is the object 
ing in obscurity those doctrines and 1 of sacred criticism to assist, and 
precepts whose tendency is to en- render as thorough and satisfactory 
lighten the mind and purify the | as the present limited state of our 
-" ; faculties will allow. It furnishes a 
Nor has this practice been confin- || system of rules for the interpreta- 
ed to the enemies of the truth. Good | tion of the bible, drawn frem the ac- 
men have been led astray by prevail- | curate examination of its contents, 


ing errors, or have allowed too much | and an inquiry into the immediate 


scope to fancy, and have sacrificed | causes and circumstances of the pro- 
consistency and probability to erro- | duction of its several parts, as well 
neous and extravagant opinions.— ; as of the facts connected with their 
Even in some of the most eminent preservation. It directs the atten- 
divines of the last century, we fre- | tion laboriously and indefatigably to 
quently see glaring inaccuracies in the languages in which they were 
respect of interpretation, and forci- |; composed, and makes the student 
bly feel their deficiency in that cri- | intimately acquainted with its prin- 
tical accumen which is so highly and | ciples, its forms, and its idioms. For 
so justly valued at the present day. » this purpose, & fur an acquainfance 
Men of great reasoning powers, who» with the imagery of the Kastern na- 
are at the same time devoted to me- | tions, a poimt of great importance, 
taphysical researches, do not always , the remains of the cognate langua- 
feel the want of that minute and cri- | ges must be explored, and an illus- 
tical knowledge of the holy scrip- | tration sought from them, of whate- 
tures, which is so necessary to the | ver is difficult or obscure. All the 
clear and satisfactory exposition of ;| light that antiquity sheds is poured 
them. Accustomed to the use of lo- | upon this one spot in the region of 
gical weapons, and confident of their | history, for the illustration of the 
strength, they are sometimes dis-'| manners and custoins, the laws and 
posed to look with little complacen- || opinions, the foreign and domestic 
cy on other sources of knowledge, ', relations of an obscure and nearly 
and to imagine nice definitions with ;'isolated people. ‘The numerous 
a formal array. of proposition, pre- |} manuscripts by which it has been 
mise, and conclusion, to be the suf- || transmitted to us must be compar- 
ficient and only guides into all truth. | ed, the various readings harmonized, 
But though it were possible to con- |/and the additions and corruptions 
struct and maintain by mere logical | expunged or amended. If it be ask- 
strength a system of theological o- | ed, why all this labor is necessary, 
pinions, yet this would not lessen the || whence this obscurity in the expres- 
necessity of an accurate and familiar | sions, this inaccuracy in the trans- 
acquaintance with the great found- ' mission of the text? an answer is to 
ation of our faith. Few have -the | be found in the circumstances of the 
power, fewer still the inclination, to|;case. The civil polity of a peo- 
live into the depths of metaphysic- | ple, the degree of civilization and 
al abstraction, and seek, from ab- | refinement they possess, their na- 
struse argument and finespun rea- tional characteristics, the age in 
soning, a confirmation of the truth. which they flourished, and the na- 
To the mass of mankind this would | tural features of the country they 
be but treading the thorny mazes of | inhabit, exercise, it is well known, 
alabyrinth. These less gifted souls | an almost controlling influence over 
can depend with confidence only up- || their language. In these, and vari- 
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eus other particulars, a situation can 
hardly be imagined more ur nfavora 

ble than ours for a speet iy and tho 

rough acquaint ance with the sacred 
writers. Jou this must bi added the | 
great variety of st vle, which prevails | 
among them. © Tho sai iiiumtnated | 
and guided hy the Holy Spirtt, their 
faculties * were not Su W holly absurb- 

ed and lost, as to leave, in the exe- 
cution of their work. no distinct | 
traces of the character & condition 
of each individual. Muses and isal- | 


ah differ not more in the subjects of | 


which they treat, than in the dress | 
and manner in which they have de 
livered them. The quiet and unpre- 
tending narration of the one would 
ill suit the vigorous conception, the | 
glowing fancy, and daring subli- | 
mity of the other. Not only, are. 
these authors widely se ‘parated from | 
us in point of time, but also from | 
each other. Hence arise different 
expressions and different formas, and || 
a mighty change is produced by the-| 
lapse of centuries. or is less dif- 
ficulty caused by the manner in) 
which the sacred text has been trans- 
mitted. 
unknown in ancient times, tran- | 
scription was the only method, by 
which the events and productions of 


one generation could, with any cer- 


tainty, be handed down to another. || 


Let any one attempt to copy sever- 
al hundred pages of manuscript, and 


» he will cease to wonder at various 
readings of the same passage thro’ 


the old and new tesiaments. No 
essential point of doctrine or prac- 
tice, it is true, is hereby affected, 
yet we are concerned in every in- 
stance to know, that we have in sub- 
stance, what was originally revealed 


Hence, the necessity of a comparison | 


and revision of all well authentica 
ted manuscripts. 


In view of all these facts, Tam | 


compelled to dissent from the opin. 
ion of a justly celebrated and popn- 
lar writer of the present day. who 


directs the biblical student only to | 


The art of printing being | 


| the use of the grammar and lexicon, 
Such heips as these will not suffice 
| for attainmer its so vast, and subjects 
so complicated. Let it not be sup- 
posed by any observations I here 
make, that I have the least wish or 
inteution to discourage the mere 
kunglish reader of the Bible. The 
worst translation that was ever made 
(says Professor Stuart, and 1 fully 


ably contains the essentials of sal- 

vation. And to this I would add, 
that by an unprejudiced mind of 
ordinary strength, these essentials 
would not require long study, or la- 
borious research. Were it other- 
wise, hopeless indeed, would be the 
condition of a large portion of the 
human feanily Condemned as they 
are during a great part of life to 
; drudgery and toil, and consequent- 
ly unable to trace the stream of sci- 
ence to its source, their thirst for 
knowledge, however great, must be 
quenched by small draughts, and 
those too taken at an immeasurable 
| distance from the fountain. 

But for any apprehension of the 
insufficiency of his translation, there 
|} cannot be, to the English reader, 
the least shadow of a foundation.— 
Much of the knowledge, which is 
| stated above as uecessary to the un- 
| derstanding and accurate interpret- 
| ation of the word of truth, has been 
faithfully applied to our translation, 
! and is practically hisown. For the 
| assurance of this, he has the testi- 
‘mony, ot only of the lea rned. and 
| good, whose labours were directed 
| to this invaluable end, and of their 
| cotemporaries, but also, of all who 
| have followed them in the paths of 
| learning and virtue. 

A distinction should ever be made 
| between the biblical critic and the 
' christian. The former should be 

master of the languages inwhich the 
| Bible was compose: d, and of all 
| branches of science w hich can con- 
|| duce to the full and satisfactory ex- 
| position of its contents. If he pro- 
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agree with him in the remark) prob- . 
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pose a system of theological opinions, 
he should he able to defend it from 
the scriptures upon fair and legiti- 
mate grounds. But the christian 


may reap the “fruits of religion, 


namely, its influence on our moral | 


conduct, its peace of mind and hope 
of heaven,”? without these attain- 
ments. “ Faith, hope, and charity,” 
are the essential constituents of his 
character. Though I should be far, 
therefore, from discouraging such 
in the diligent study of the word of 
(rod, there is one class of persons 
whom | would discourage, & whose 
opinions 1 would reprobate. It is 
that class, who raise a senseless 
clamor against learning, who see 
spiritual pride in every attainment 
beyond their own, and who brand 
with the epithets worldly-wise, self- 
seekers, &c. all, who make lear ning 
in any measure, the handmaid of re 


ligion, and who attempt to recom- | 


mend its doctrines and enforce its 
precepts by a knowledge of critical 
or other science, ot by the use of 
sood language and good grammar. 
Object to learning ! as well may we 
object to the air we breathe, or the 
food which sustains us. The triple 
armor of ignorance, lolly and preju- 
- e, may perhaps render such invul- 
erable against the weapons of truth | 
md justice. Yet they would do | 
well to reflect upon some of their ob- 
ligations to what they so much con- | 
tean. What has procured them 
that Bible which they profess to | 
prize, in their own language ? W hat | 


has preserved it from the earltest | 


times of the church? Again, what 
but their intellectual and nioral at- 
tainments distinguishes them from 
the savages of the forest, or the 
beasts of the field 


of knowledge himself has attained 3 ? 
And if partial cultivation be useful, 
what logic will be employed to show 
that a higher degree is not so too? 
Though we are ready to grant | 
that the science we have been re- 


? But do we ever | 
hear any one objec ting to the degree | 
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commending is not essential to pro- 
gress in holiness, and that good men 
have been found of truly Jimited in- 
tellectual growth, yet what can be 
imagined better fitted to enlarge the 
views and strengthen the graces of 
him in whose power Providence has 
placed it? He is able to view, upon 
a large scale, the wonderful econo- 
my which has been employed in the 
gift of a Saviour to fallen and dege- 
| nerate man. His soul is expanded 

with the innumerable beauties of 

thought and expression, scattered 

thro? the sacred volume, which can- 

not be transfused in their full force 

into a language, varying so wide- 

ly from the original. While enga- 
ged in this delightful occupation, he 
forgets the distance of time & place, 
and seeins to be admitted tea fuller 
intercourse with the prophets and 
apostles, and through love and admi- 
ration to draw nearer to the throne 
of the Almighty. ‘To the teacher of 
sacred things, how important, I had 
almost said, how indispensable is 
this science ? Called to administer 
the word of God, let him neglect no 
means of doing this aright. Let him 
daily search the scriptures of truth, 
and with humble prayer for divine 
illumination, bring to his aid all the 
lights that science and industry, 
through a series of ages, have been 
}| able to furnish. « Study without 
| prayer is atheism ; and prayer with- 
out study is pr esumption.” It is the 
blessing ef God upon human efforts, 
which produces every great & good 
result. In every operation, whether 
| bodily or mental, where care and 
labor are requisite, it is considered 
of the utmost importance te be gui- 
ded by rules, and to proceed upon 
‘system. ‘The architect does not 
commence building, before he has 
examined the nature of the ground, 
formed his plan, and calculated his 
materials. The mathematician, be- 
fore attempting to solve difficult and 
| complicated problems, thinks it ne- 
| cessary to have studied the ele- 
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ments, and to be well acquainted 
with the science of demonstration. 
The philosopher of the mind does 
not attempt to decide upon its or 
nomena, till he has examined its 
properties. All arts and sciences 
seem to demand a like process. The 
enlightened and definite exposition 
of the scriptures demands in like 
manner, the examination of the prin- 
ciples of sacred criticism. In truth, 
every individual, who reads the sa- 
cred word with any degree of un. 
derstanding, has certain ideas of in- 
a sag more or less definite, 
and applies, whether he is conscious 
of it or not, certain maxims of criti- 
cism more or less correct. From the 
nature of human language, it cannot 
be otherwise. Ideas, conveyed to 
the mind by words, do not impress 
it with that clearness and certainty 
which belong to those excited by ob- 
jects of sense. Being used ina va- 
riety of acceptations, words do not 
denote invariably the same thing.— 
In order to determine their meaning 
in any particular instance, we must 
take into view the nature of the 
subject, the design of the writer, the 
connexion in which they are found, 
with a variety of similar attendant 
circumstances. From the phrase, 
“ God is a rock,”’ who would consid- 
er him as a solid, fixed and extend- 
ed substance? “ This is my body” 
indicates to but few at this day the 
real presence of the Saviour in the 
sacrament. In this conclusion, an 
important principle of interpretation 
ts concerned, viz. that what is spo- 
Ken figuratively is to be interpreted 
figuratively. In the first case, the 
nature of the subject limits our con- 
clusions; in the last, the evidence 
of our senses, fortified by what we 
know of the design of the ordinance. 
{n bke manner, innumerable other 
.jnstances might be added of the ap- 
plication of right principles. In- 
stances of the application of wrong 
notions might be easily adduced. It 
is in Vain therefore to cry out against 


The importance of Sacred Criticism. 


the application of critical knowledge 
to the investigation of sacred sub- 
jects. . Every individual brings to 
the reading of the sacred word, cer- 
tain rules or opinions of interpreta- 
tion. which are to him, for the time 
at least, his principles of criticism, 
It is the object of biblical criticism 
to collect these and all similar rules, 
examine them in connexion with 
each other, compare the results of 
their application, and by frequent 
use, test their validity and useful. 
ness. From these observations it 
may easily be seen what an immense 
advantage the genuine biblical crit- 
ic possesses over those, who proceed 
without system, apply rules adopted 
from accident or the exigency of 
the occasion, or interpret with a 
view to some favorite theory. Of 
the labors of such we can easily pre- 
dict the result: * Chaos; rudis indi- 
gestaque moles.” 

Another consideration of no small 
importance is, the saving of time. — 
The study of the bible will occupy 
a large portion of the life of every 
faithful minister. It will be his com- 
panion day and night. And whatis 
more calculated to abridge his Ia- 
bours, and facilitate his progress 
than the ability at once to command 
and apply those maxims, which are 
to guide him in his search? He is 


hereby saved the labor of a continual: 


recurrence to first principles, and 
feels a confidence in his conclusions 
as he advances from step to step, 
which he could not otherwise obtain. 
It is also an important means of de- 
ciding controversies. Parties in reli- 
gion, as well as on other subjects, 
must have some common ground, 0! 
it is impossible to come to any re- 
sult. All profess to receive the bi- 
ble as the standard of faith & prac- 
tice. The difference then must arise 
from different methods of inter- 
pretation. Controversies can be de- 
cided only by appealing to common 
principles. [t will perhaps be said, 
that by this process, we arrive ne 
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nearer a result, and that we only 
change the ground of debate. The 
difference will, however, be found to 
be very great. In the one case, we 
bring to the examination all our feel- 
ings, prejudices and associations.— 
Passion usurps the place of reason: 
the brain is clouded and rendered 
incapable of distinct and certain vi- 
sion. In the other case, that is, in 
discussing the principles of interpre- 
tation, the feelings have no concern. 
Itis an abstract question of science. 
The process is disturbed by no ad- 
verse associations, nor hasit to with- 
stand the assaults of pride and en- 
counter the obstinacy of prejudice. 
Here the parties will be much more 
likely to agree, and from this as a 
starting point, may, if not harmoni- 
ously, at least usefully, enter the 
lists of debate. From this conside- 
ration alone, therefore, just princi- 
ples of criticism, definitively settled, 
are of the last importance. 

Sacred criticism furnishes an im- 
portant branch of the argument for 
the truth of Revelation. To those 
who are able to appreciate the rea- 
soning from this source, and duly 
estimate its strength, it shows con- 
clusively, & independently of other 
testimony, the age, or about the age, 
in which the books of the new testa- 
ment were composed. This dimin- 
ishes greatly the probability, or ra- 
ther takes away the possibility of 
their being forgeries ; which is the 
main thing, which the advocate for 
the truth of Christianity is concern- 
ed to show. It proves also that they 
are the work of different hands; a 
circumstance so important, that in 
weighing the evidence, it ought ne- 
ver to be overlooked. It is an obser- 
vation of the pious Baxter, & | doubt 
not the sentiment has been that of 
many other individuals, that he fre- | 
quently felt himself harassed by | 
doubts on the subject of the truth of | 
tevelation, which he attributes, if I | 
mistake not, to not having been tho- 
Toughly grounded in . evidences, 

®@ 
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An intimate acquaintance with bib- 
lical criticism would have done much 
towards removing his doubts, and 
calming his fears. Not only does 
it render more fixed and confident 
our belief in the truth of revelation, 
but also, adds greatly to the conclu- 
siveness of our investigations.— 
Without the aid of this science, the 
evidence in support of many sacred 
truths, can scarcely amount to more 
than a probability, oftentimes, it is 
true, astrong one. With it, howe- 
ver, the evidence may produce a 
certainty little short of demonstra- 
tion. And when we reflect on the 
importance which sentiments on this 
subject may justly claim, and con- 
sider further the obligation of arriv- 
ing at clear and satisfactory conclu- 
sions, we cannot think any sacrifice 
too great for the attainment of this 
object. : 

To defend the truth against the 
opposition of infidelity, whether ex- 
hibited in the sarcasms of the witty 
and profligate, or in the plausible ob- 
jections of the self styled philoso- 
pher, to guard against the intrusion 
of subtle and dangerous errors, and 
in fine, to overcome all its enemies, 
whether_open or secret, is peculiar- 
ly the work of the biblical critie, 
and is surely one of the noblest em- 
ployments of a rational being. Let 
not, therefore, the minister of Christ, 
let no one, whose education and 
whose circumstances furnish hem the 
means, hesitate to apply himself as- 
siduously to the cultivation of a sci- 
ence productive of such results, and 
fraught with the richest benefits to 
the human family. While others 
are seeking for eminence in the’ 
paths of human science, and are rea- 
dy in the pursuit of this object, to 
sacrifice time and health, the plea- 
sures of social intercourse, and the 
endearments of domestic life, let not 
that christian scholar, who prizes the 
word of God above all other learn- 
ing, neglect this important means of 
getting entire possessiva of 30 inva- 
luable a treasure. T. 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 
Questions for Theological Students, 

with some hints towards an an- 

swer. 
(Continued from page 270.) 

Q. 52. What evidence have we, that 
our Bible contains all the inspired books, 
and no uninspired ones ? 

A. It appears from the testimony 
of Josephus & others, that the books 
of the old testament were all regard- 
ed as of divine authority by the an- 
cient Jews, and that no others were 
so regarded. The common division 
of them was into three volumes, call 
ed the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms. Our Lord distinctly re- 
fers to them under these names.— 
Luke 24. 44. “ All things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the 
Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Psalms concerning me.” 
Had the Jews, in the time of our 
Lord, or previously, inserted any 
uninspired books in their sacred ca- 
non, or rejected any inspired ones 
from it, he would doubtless have 
taken notice of such wickedness, 
and reproved it sharply, as he did 
other sins. But while he makes ma- 
ny references to the Old Testament 
scriptures, he gives no intimation 
that they were in any way defec- 
tive. His apostles also, very often 
refer to the scriptures of the Old 
‘Testament, and make abundant quo- 
tations from them, and always speak 
of them as of divine authority, but 
never give any intimation that they 
contain too much or too little. If the 
integrity of the New Testament, 
therefore, can be supported, the in- 
tegrity of the Old is put beyond a 
doubt. 

As to the integrity of the New 
Testament, the following statement, 
taken from the works of the Bishop 
of Lincoln, is highly’ satisfactory. 

«“ The canon of the New Testa- 
ment consists of twenty seven books, 
which were written by eight differ- 
ent authors, all of whom were co- 
temporary with our Saviour. These 
books were written at different 
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times, and at places remote from 
each other; and when the latest of 
them was published, the gospel had 
been preached, and churches found. 
ed, in many parts of Asia, Europe 
and Africa. Different churches at 
first received different books, ac- 
cording to their situation and cir. 
cumstances ; their canons were gra- 
dually enlarged, arid it was not long, 
tho’ the precise time is not known, 
before the same, or very nearly the 
same books were acknowledged by 
the christians of all countries. 
“The persecutions under which 
the professors of the gospel contin- 
ually labored, and the want of a na- 
tional establishment of christianity, 
prevented, for several centuries, any 
general assembly of christians for 
the purpose of settling the canon of 
their scriptures. Since, therefore, 
there could be no declaration by 
public authority upon this subject, 
recourse must be had to ecclesiasti- 
cal writers for the earliest catalogues 
of the books of the New Testament; 
and we have the satisfaction of find- 
ing an almost perfect agreement a- 
mong them. 
“The first writer, who has left us 
a regular catalogue of the books of 
the New Testament, is Origen, who 
lived in the beginning of the: third 
century ; although they are all men- 
tioned separately by much earlier 
authors. This catalogue isthe same 
as our present canon, except that it 
omits the epistles of St. James and 
St. Jude ; but Origen, in other parts 
of his writings, refers to these epis- 
tles as the productions of those apos- 
tles. In the following century we 
have catalogues in the remaining 
works of Eusebius, Athanasius, Cy- 
ril, Epiphanius, Gregory Nazianzen, 
Philaster, Jerome, Ruffin, and Au- 
gustine, and those settled at the pro- 
vincial councils of Laodicea & Car- 
thage. Of these eleven catalogues, 
seven exactly agree with our canon} 
and the other four differ only 10 
these respects, namely, three omit 
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the Revelation only, and Philaster, Q. 53. It has been objected, that some of 
in his catalogue, omits the epistle to || these books were put into the sacred canon, 
the Hebrews, as well as the Revela- || °Y one of the early councils, by a small 


ce 1 majority of votes, and others rejected 
tion; but he acknowledges both || ».;-, had as good claims to be admitted, 


these books in other parts of his |! such as the books called the Apocrypha, 
works. These catalogues include no || and several other gospels and epistles : 


books which are not in our canon. || How do you answer this objection ? 
Many ancient authors assure us,|| 4 Wedo not acknowledge the 
that the scriptures of the New Tes || authority of any council in this mat- 
tament were publicly read in chris- || ter ; but examine for ourselves. If 
tian congregations ; and the fifty | the statement of the objector is cor- 
ninth canon of the council of Laodi- | rect respecting the vote taken by the 
cea expressly orders that the books || council referred to, we regard it as 
of the canon, and no others, should || nothing more than the expression of 
be read in the churches. Copies of | their opinion as to the claims of the 
these books were dispersed every | several books; which opinion-we 
where. Christians of every denom- || are not bound to follow, any further 
ination appealed to them, in all their || than it is supported by evidence. If 
various controversies, as authentic the decision of that council approv- 
testimony, and both the Jewish and || ed of the books of the Old and New 
Pagan enemies of the gospel under- | Testaments, as contained in our pre- 
stood that they contained the faith of || sent Bibles, we accord with it, not 
christians.”? ‘because it was their decision, but 
With regard to the omission of || because we have sufficient evidence 
some of the books in our present can- | of its correctness, a summary of 
on from some of the above named ca- which 1s above stated. As to the re- 
talogues, the same author remarks: jected books, it addition to what is 
“Doubts only were entertained, at a | stated above, it may be remarked, 
very early period, concerning the ! that they all bear internal marks of 
right of these books to be admitted having been written by men who 
into the canon, because sufficient || Were not divinely inspired. In alt 


evidence had not been received at || the books which we acknowledge as 
all places that they were really a- 


of divine authority, there is an en- 
postolical writings. It is possible 


| tire harmony in the exhibitions they 
that they might not come into gen- | make of the divine character, and of 
eral circulation so soon as the gos- 


the rule of duty for man. But it is 
pels and other epistles, and there 


/not so with the rejected books.— 
. . . ® ° | r . ‘ : rec 7 : 
might be some difficulty in obtain- || Phere is also, in the books which we 
ug testimony concerning them, at 


| acknowledge, a strong similarity of 
places remote from the countries || Style and manner, in which they re- 
where they were first published ; but semble no other books. ‘The reject- 
1s soon as there was time and oppor- || ¢d books are, at best, but unskilful 
tunity for making the necessary in- 


imitations of them in this respect.— 
quiries, and for ascertaining the au- Taking these facts, m connection 
thors of these books, the genuineness 


with the evidence above stated, that 
of them all was universally allowed; | the rejected books were not acknow- 
and therefore, this circumstance of 


| ledged by the early christians, ‘and 
temporary doubt, instead of invali. | there remains no doubt of their be- 
dating the authority of these books, || ing destitute of any claim to divine 
gives a sanction to the whole collec- 


authority. 
tion, by proving the caution with 


Q. £4. The books of Jasher, of Nathan 

: . pr fad seer, he 

which any book was adinitted into the prophet, and of Gad the seer, and oth 
‘he sacred canon.” 













ers, are mentioned in the Old Testament: 
what has become of them? 
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A. Very little is known of these 
books now. The book of Jasher was 
probably an authentic, but uninspi- 
red history, well known at the time 
in which it was mentioned. Not 
having been considered at the time 
as an inspired book, the ancient pro 
phets did not incorporate it with the 
sacred canon, nor take the same 
pains to preserve it as they did their 
sacred books ; and so it was lost in 
the revolutions of succeeding ages, 
as many other writings of a similar 
character have been. 
Nathan the prophet, and of Gad the 
seer, might have been of a similar 
character; or the latter part of the 
first book of Samuel, and the whole 
of the second book, might have been 
referred to under these names. But 
whatever these books may have been, 
it is evident from what was said in 
answer to the preceding questions, 
that nothing which really belonged 
to the sacred canon has ever been 
thrown out and lost. Such an event 
could not have escaped the notice 
and the censure of succeeding sa. 
cred writers. 

Q. 55. The books of Kings and Chroni 
cles are supposed by some to have been 
compiled, at least in part, from the public 
registers and annals of the Jews: If these 
regislers were divinely inspired, why was 
not the whole of them copied? If they 
mere not, how can those parts of the books 
of Kings and Chronicles, which were thus 
copied from them, be considered as of di- 
vine «ulhority ? 

4. The assertion, on which the ob- 
jection is founded, wants proof. But 
admitting its correctness, the an- 
swer is easy. Those public regis- 
ters and annals were doubtless au- 
thentic, though not divinely inspi- 
red. When the penmen of the 
books of Kings & Chronicles wrote 
those books, they were directed by 
the Holy Spirit to put into the sa- 
cred .anon such parts as he saw to 
be necessary for the use of the 
church in succeeding ages; and to 
lJeave the remainder to perish. The 
es so copied, or abridged, or en 
arged by divine direction, have thus 


The books of 


| 


| 


1] 
| formed such creatures. 
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received the sanction of the Hol 
Spirit, and are of divine authority; 
while the parts not directed to be 
copied, did not receive this sanc- 
tion. PHILALETHES, 
For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
DEFENCE OF “* THOELOGICAL QUESTIONS." 
(Concluced from page 273.) 

H. N. admits that God exercises 
some kind of government over the 
world,and that all events take place 
according to the counsel of his will; 
and asks “ was it impossible for God 
to form creatures who should act a. 
greeably to his plan, and yet act 
freely? L answer, no. God has 
They do 
act freely ; for he causes them to 
act freely. And they act according 
to his plan; for he causes them to 
act according to his plan. It was 
a part of his plan that David should 
number the people, and that David 
should do it freely ; and David did 
number the people and did it free- 
ly ; for God moved him to do it free- 
ly. And so of all other instances, 
What is implied in. acting freely? 
Does it imply that our acts of choice 
come into existence without any 
cause, or that we cause them our: 
selves, by previous acts of choice? 
No. Both these are impossible. Ac- 
ting freely is nothing more than 
choosing ; and when God causes us 
» chouse,-he causes us to act free- 
y- 
But, 3. H. N. brings forward the 
authority of some great names, to 
prove that God does not cause ev- 
ry thing to take place as it does— 
They “ have explored the most se- 
cret recesses of the human mind,” 
and “exhibit plainly several or- 
ginal principles of action, from 
which sin flows spontaneously.”— 
Among these he enumerates pride, 
selfishness, &c. Pride and selfish- 
ness, he supposes, cause us to com: 
mit sinful actions. Here again he 
confounds cause and motive. Pride 
and selfishness may be motives t0 












act! 
cau 
if p 
the 
cau 
tha 
are 
ma 
sho 
sto) 
mo: 
por 
whi 
sto] 
less 
not 
the 
’ 
him 
low 
rea 
to 
sho 
9. ' 
a ti 
dar 
tio! 
mo 
dis’ 
thir 
cau 
me 
pre 
Go 
pla 
the 
a 
edr 
ed, 
the 
gel 
wa 
g. 
pri 
sor 
inc 
a fi 
ass 
not 
ci 
Sct 
the 





308 
the 
Ace 
LI ; 


rod 


act 
has 


to 
ing 
to 
vas 
ald 
vid 


did 


the 


: Defence of Theological Questions. 3098 


action ; but motive is one thing, and | alone. The same question will oc- 
cause is quite another thing. But | cur again, in inquiring what doc-. 
if pride and selfishness were causes, || trines the scriptures teach; & then, 
they must have a cause too. What || if the discussion should proceed, 
caused them ? No: we must not ask || some of the scripture evidence will 
that question. He says, “if these || be adduced. H. N. has anticipa- 
are constitutional principles of hu- || ted that this would be done, and 
man nature, here our inquiries || taken notice of some passages which 
should stop.” But why must we || he supposed would be brought for- 
stop here? Having arrived at the || ward. He resolves them, however, 
most interesting and important || into Hebrew idioms, and gets over 
point of the inquiry, and that on || them without any difficulty. Now, 
which all the rest depends; we must || against this method of treating the 
stop. And no reason appears, un- || scriptures, I must solemnly protest. 
less it is, that these great men do || If weare at liberty to resolve every 
not choose to let us proceed any fur- || thing into Hebrew idioms, which 

does not accord with our views, 


ther. 
When H. N. writes aga’n, I wish || there is an end toall certainty in as- 
certaining what the scriptures teach. 


him to attend particularly to the fol- 
| fear that H. N. has been unwarily 


lowing points. 1. To examine the 
reasoning by which the answer || led into this, by placing too much 
reliance on his own metaphysics. — 


to the question was supported, and 
show in what its fallacy consists. || He has embraced a metaphysical 
theory, which teaches, that men 


2. To inform me what it is to push 
a truth beyond its legitimate boun- || connot be both dependent and active 
at the same time, and in the same 


daries. 8. To show why the distinc- 
tion made in the answer between || things; and as he supposes men 
must be active in their wickedness, 


motive and cause is not a proper 

distinction. 4. To show that those || he concludes they connot be depen- 
things which he has mentioned as || dent in it also. This theory he 
causes, are really causes, and not || brings with him to the examination 


a 


merely motives. 5. To show the || of the scriptures, and makes it “ to 
precise way in which the doctrine of | give laws to revelation.” And 
God’s causing every thing to take || when he meets with a declaration 
place as itdoes, weakens or destroys || of scripture, which, understood lit- 
the doctrine of man’s accountability. || ferally, according to the plain and 
| obvious meaning of the language, 
edness must necessarily be wick || would contradict his theory, he feels 
ed, in all cases. 7. To account for || compelled to explain it away; and 
the first unholy volition of the an |! so he resolves it into a Hebrew idi- 
gels that sinned, and show that there || om, which means just what his met- 
was sin in the cause of the first sin. || aphysics will allow it to mean, and 
8. To show what is the cause of | nothing more. When God says, «I 
pride, selfishness, &c. or give a rea- | form the light, and create darkness ; 
son why we ought not to make the | [ make peace, and create evil; I 
inquiry. | the Lord do all these things ;”’ it 
Before I conclude, I wish to make ||. must be restricted to natural evil; 
a few additional remarks. H- N. has || because for God to create moral e- 
assigned the true reason why I did |; vil, is inconsistent with his theory. 
not attempt to support the answer || Or, if it has reference to moral evil, 
to the question by quotations from || then it must mean, not that God 
scripture. It was because I was || creates moral evil, but only he cre- 
then attending to natural theology | ated the creatures which create mor- 


6. To prove that the cause of wick- 
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al evil. In like manner, when the |! king, at one of our literary institu. 
bible says, that God hardens the | tions, and was highly gratified with 
heart, and makes it obstinate,it must |) the performances in general, and 
not be allowed to mean that God || especially with the visible improve- 
does any thing tothe heart, to make || ment in the style of elocution. In 
it hard or obstinate ; for that would || this particular the young gentlemen 
be inconsistent with his metaphys- || acquitted themselves much to my 
ics; but it must be so explained as || satisfaction. But there was one 
to agree with his theory. I confess, || thing at which I felt greatly grieved. 
I am afraid of those metaphysics || It was the use of language and ex- 
which lead us to take such liberties || pressions which appear to me deci- 
with the word of God. Lam notig || dedly profane. That I may be un- 
norant that H. N. has similar fears |] derstood, 1 will endeavor to particu- 
of my metaphysics. He thinks, that || larize some of the expressions which 
the theory I have embraced leads || I recollect. 

me astray in another way. Now,|| ‘The name of God was introduced, 
if he can convince me that my theo- || by way of exclamation, and merely 
ry leads me todeny or explain away, || to give force and energy to the ex- 
any part of the bible, I will freely me Now, Lam not able to 
confess my error, and renounce it ; perceive how this differs at all from 
& will alsu acknowledge myself un- | that profane use of it which is heard 
der very g sreat obligations to him, for | in the streets, from the most vulgar 
enabling me to discover my m! istake. |} of profane swearers. They use eit 
But there is this difference, I think, || to give force & energy to what they 
plainly observable, between us, and || say, and so it was in the instance of 
the theories we embrace. My the- || which I complain. 1 am aware that 
ory allows me to let the scriptures || it may be said, in excuse, that it was 
mean as they say, and dues not com. || so found in the speeches which the 
pel me to explain away any part of || young gentlemen made use of, and 
them; while his theory obliges him || that some of them were written by 
to explain away and resv Tve into | men of high standing in the church, 


> : 
Hebrew idioms, &c. a vast number || as well asin the state. Some of them 
of texts, which, if understood by the 


perhaps were extracts from sermons 
common rules of language, would || of some of the most admired pulpit 
contradict his theory. | orators. This, perhaps, may be some 
I hope H. N. will excuse the free- || excuse for the young gentlemen, who 
dom of my remarks, and take them || have only followed the example of 
in good part, as they are certainly |) such distinguished men; but it in- 
intended ; & that he will carefully || creases the “necessity of public ani- 
re examine his own metaphysics, mi idversion on whatis wrong. Pro- 
and test them by the plain declara- |! fane language in the pulpit i is even 
tions of scripture, which, as he justly || more shocking than in other places. 
observes, “should be the supreme 


a) 
And if distinguished wen have set 
judge in all moral causes; and that 
he will continue to examine wine 


the example, and the young men in 
our public institutions are copying 
with the same freedom, and bring 
them to the same test. 


after it, how long will it be befure 
such language will become common 

PHILALETHES 

1 stencils 


in the sae ceed desk? and how long 
For the Utiea Car stian Repository. 
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| before there will be a great increase 
of profanity in all classes of society ? 

Another instance of profane lan- 
guage, or of language which appear- 
ed so to me, and “equally shocked my 


PROFANENESS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING. 
Messrs. Editors—Not long since, 
I attended a public exercise of spea- | 
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feelings, was in a dying speech of 
pne of the Irish patriots. He de- 
clared, it appears, before the tribu- 
nal at which he was condemned, 
that he did not fear to approach the 
tribunal of God, to give an account 
of every action of his life-—made a 
prayer to the departed spirit of his 
father—and took a solemn oath that 
his motives hal been pure, &c.— | 
Now, I think, if L had been present | 
at the trial, and had been fully con- 
vinced of his innocence of the crime | 
alleged against him, it would have | 
made me shudder to hear such an | 
appeal to the searcher of hearts, res_| 
pecting every action in the life of | 
any man; and especially, when it | 
was accompanied by the heathen- | 
ism of praying to his deceased fa- | 
ther. But, that such a mixture of | 





profanity and heathenism should be i) 


repeated to a christian audience, as | 
a mere exercise in speaking, Is ab- | 
solutely intolerable. | 

Another instance occurred in a 
Latin speech. But instead of swear- | 
ing by Jehovah, the young orator 
probably thought it more classical | 
to swear by the Roman gods. The | 
expression was “ melercle,” and is | 
as formal an oath in Latin, as any of | 
the common profane oaths in the | 
English language. | 

There were some other things | 
which were very offensive to me, | 
for nearly the same reasons. In one | 
of the speeches there was a strange 
mixture of the heathen my honey | 
with the christian religion, & Fate, | 
and Fortune, & Providence, seemed | 
to be put upon a level, and to have 
equal direction & control of human | 
affairs. Another orator spoke of the | 
“holy cause of liberty.” IL have) 
lately seen also, in a newspaper, the | 
“holy cause of education.” The | 
authors, certainly, do not believe | 
there is any hodiness in the love of | 
liberty, or in the love of learning — 


of the term so to apply it, if it is not 
® violation of the third command- 
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ment by a profanation of sacred 
things. 7 
Al Friend to good Morals. . 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
SERMON 
ON THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 
Ps, 22.11. Be not far from me. 
(Concluded from p. 243.) 
Having established the doctrine, 


|| that itis desirable thatevery Chris- 


tian should believe in the universal 
agency of God, what remains is the 


IMPROVEMENT. 


And 1. In view of what has been 
said we see the mistake of those 
who think this to be a point: of 
mere speculation. The doctrine of 
the universal agency of God has of- 
ten been so considered. Many 
christians have been unwilling toat- 
tend to the evidence in its favor, & 
have felt grieved to hear it suppor- 
ted from the pulpit. “They have 
considered the’ time employed in 
the investigation of the subject, as 
thrown away, and viewed it as a 
matter of indifference whether the 
doctriné were true or false. The 
have considered it a ‘subject which 
might amuse’ those who have an in- 
clination for metaphysical inquiries ¢ 
but which could not possibly have 
the least practical influence. . But, 
in view of this subject, we‘see their 
mistake. Itis not a pwint of niere 
speculation. I[tis’a doctrine of thé 
strongest practical tendency.’ The 


belief of it prepares the christian to 


exercise confidence in God--it en- 


|| courages him in prayer—it prepares 


him for a patient waiting upon God 
—it supports him under his personal 
afflictions—it encourages him in the 
discharge of painful duties—it en- 
courages him to persevere in his 
christian course—it encourages him 
to expect the fulfilment of the divine 
promises concerning the spread of 
the gospel—.it makes him more dil-. 
ligent and active in promoting’ thé 
cause ef God in the earth—it maj’ 
_ 
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him afraid to refuse his aid to the || 
benevolent enterprizes of the present 
day—it disposes him to exercise the 
christian temper towards those that 
injure him—it keeps him from being 
much elated in prosperity, or de 
pressed in adversity—it keeps him 
frum being depressed and discoura- 
ged in times of darkness to the 
church—it gives him more exalted 
thoughts of God—it tends greatly 
to perserve him from back-sliding 
and apostacy—it tends to make 
him humble and thankful—and it 
helps him to see the use and neces 
sity of prayer. The belief of this 
doctrine, and a realizing and habit 
ual sense of its truth, tends tnost 
powerfully, to make those who be- 
lieve it, consistent, thorough, and 
vigorous christians. it is a very 
great mistake, therefore, to consider 
ita matter of useless speculation. 
2. In view of what has been said, 
we see the mistake of those who 
think the advocates of this doctrine 
cannot be the friends of active be- 
nevolence. This mistake is inti 
mately connected with the former. 
Those who have supposed this to be 
a point of mere speculation, have 
been very naturally led into the 
eonclusion, that those who are its 
advocates «ust necessarily be mere 
metaphysical theorists, devoted to 
abstract speculations, and having lit- 
tle or no concern about the practice 
of the christian virtues. Hence, 
many, when they have heard that a- 
ny individual is a zealous advocate 
for this doctrine, have concluded at 
ence, that he must be an enemy to 
all the great enterprizes of christian 
benevolence which distinguish the 
present age; or, at least, that he 
must be indifferent to them. Feel- 
ing themselves a deep interest in 
these benevolent efforts, they have 
been afraid of the influence of such 
aman, and have been disposed to 
avoid any acquaintance with him.— 
But, in the view of this subject, we 
see their mistake. The belief of 
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this doctrine has a most favorable 
aspect upon every benevolent enter- 
prize. It furnishes support under 
every discouragement, and brings 
into view the most powerful motives 
to activity. Those who profess to 
believe this doctrine, and yet are 
cold hearted and inactive christians, 
are the most inconsistent of all 
men, and have the greatest rea- 
son to doubt their sincerity. They 


'see more vf God than others do, 


and manifest less regard for his hon- 
or. Their theory brings continual- 
ly to their minds the strongest in- 
ducements to active exertion. and 
they feel their influence less.— 
Those who disbelieve this doctrine, 
may, more consistently, fold their 
hands, and sit down in idleness.— 
It is entirely in character for them 
to think the difficulties in the way 
of the conversion of the world are 
insurmountable. If they view God 
as far off, and think he exercises no 
control over the hearts of men; if 
they see nothing but the hand of man 
attempting a work so vast, they have 
good reason to bediscouraged. But 
it will be said that those who disbe- 
lieve this doctrine are sometimes 
zealous and active chri-tians. It is 
so; and we have great reason to re- 
joice at it. But they would be much 
more zealous and active, if they be- 
lieved this doctrine, & gave it its full 
influence over them. A sense of du- 
ty prompts them to act, notwithstan- 
ding the discouragements which 
their system presents. But those 
discouragements sometimes well 
nigh weigh them down. The belief 
of this doctrine would take those 
discouragements out of the way.— 
Their efforts now, fettered and re- 
strianed by the influence of their 


system, are faint and feeble, com- ’ 


pared with what they would be, if 
those restraints were removed. 

3. In. view of what has been said, 
we see the mistake of those who 
think the advocates of this doctrine 
cannot be the friends of revivals ef 
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religion. This mistake has arisen 
in the same way as the others that 
have been mentioned. Mere, cold, 
philosophical speculation, is, indeed, 
foreign to the spirit of revivals. But 
correct views of God, an habitual 
sense of his presence, entire confi- 
dence in him, a spirit of prayer, a 
disposition to discharge every duty 
however painful, a spirit of furbear- 
ance and forgiveness, a firm reliance 
on the divine promises, deep humili- 
ty and gratitude, are essential parts 


of the spirit of revivals. There is | 


no revival of religion where these 
are not. But these, as has been seen, 
ave the genuine effects of this doc- 
trine upon those who believe it. In- 
deed, it is hard to conceive how any 
one can believe in revivals at all, or 


feel any encouragement to pray for | 
them, any further than he believes | 


this doctrine. Unless we believe 
that God does change the hearts of 
men, by the almighty energy of his 
Holy Spirit, how can we have any 
inducement to pray for the Spirit, or 
have any hope that our prayers can 
be answered ? What can men do, to 
promote a revival in their own souls, 
or in the souls of those around them, 
if God does not interpose ? 

4. In view of what has been said, 
we see, that christians have no need 
to be alarmed at the prevalence of 
this doctrine. It is greatly to be 
desired that every christian should 
believe it, and feel its influence up. 
on his heart. But many seem to 
have a great dread of its prevailing, 
and feel themselves called upon to 
nake great efforts to prevent it— 
They have written volumes to dis- 
prove it, and circulated them far and 
wide. They have represented the 
works of its advocates as dangerous 
books, not fit to be read ; and have 
taken unwearied pains to keep back 
their authors from public notice, and 
prevent their gaining influence in 
the church. They would, if possi- 


ble, tear away this precious truth | 
‘rom our hearts, and lead us to re- | 


Pp 





nounce & oppose it like themselves. 
Good men, who feel and act thus, 
know not what they do. They 
doubtless mean well; but they la- 
bor under a great mistake. Had 
they correct views of the doctrine, 
and did they know how useful it is 
to those who embrace it, they could 
not act so unkind a part. ‘Phis doc- 
trine is our support in adversity, and 
our restraint in prosperity—at is our 
guard against temptation, and our 
greatest encouragement in prayer— 
it brings our God near, and makes 


'us feel safe in his hands—it fur- 


nishes the strongest motives to ac- 


tive benevolence, and stimulates us 


_to every christian enterprize. Of 


all this they would deprive us, and 
send us into the battle naked and 
unarmed. If they are strong, and 
can stand by themselves, it is not so 
withus. We, whoare weak, need an 
Almighty arm to lean upon. Why 
should they seek to deprive us “of 
it P 

5. In view of what has been said, 
we see why the doctrine of the uni- 
versal agency of God is so abundant- 
ly taught in the scriptures. In look- 
ing over my bible, I have been as- 
tonished to find how much more 
this doctrine is inculcated, than any 
other single doctrine in the whole 
christian system. Jn a late cate- 
chism of scripture doctrine, more 
than six hundred texts are referred 
to, in support of it; and probably, 
many more could be found. It is 
taught in every part of the bible ; in 
the law of Moses, in the scripture 
history, in Job, Psalms & Proverbs, 
in the prophetical books, in the Gos- 
pels, epistles and Revelation. The 
book of Esther, indeed, does not 
mention it, for it does not mention 
the name of God. But, no book in 
the bible is a clearer illustration of 
it. No events are on record in 
which the hand of God is more dis- 
tinctly visible. [ am aware, that 
those who disbclieve the doctrine 
wil! not admit that it is taught in a- 
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ny of these passages. But I speak | of God, should, on this subject, be se 
not now to such. They will doubt- || ready to dishonor him, that his char- 
less admit, that if it is taught in any {| acter must de pend for its vindica- 
of them, it is taught in all. And | tion upon those who most habitually 
they will doubtless admit also, that || treat him and his laws with utter 
the language is such as to teach this } contempt. But this subject discov- 





doctrine, if it may be understood ac- || ers a better reason why bad men 
cording to the plain and usual mean- || dislikeand oppose this doctrine. It 
ing of the words. And they alw ays ! bri ings God too near. ‘They cannot 
give a proof of it when in quoting | | bear the thought that God should be 
any of these passages, they feel ob. || so near. They are devoted to the 
liged to accompany them with a a | practice of sin, with all their hearts ; 
great deal of explanation, lest they || they know that the holy Ged is 
should be understood to teach it— | eveatly displeased with sin; and 
Why should this doctrine be thus | they wish to have him as far from 
inculcated in every part of the bi- | them as possible. Hence it is, that 
ble ? The view we have taken of | this doctrine, which brings God near, 
this subject discovers a svufliciest | is peculiarly offensive and odious to 
reason. It isso abundantly taught, || them. 
because itis so abundantly useful. 7. In view of what has been said, 
The people of God always need to} we can account for the unwearied 
realize that he is near. Inno sit- || efforts which have been made to ex- 
uation or circumstances in which || plain away those scriptures which 
they can be placed, are they safe a || teach the universal agency of God. 
moment, without a realizing sense } No parts of the bible have given so 
of their dependence upon him. But | much trouble and preplexity to ex- 
while they believe that he is near, || positors and commentators. Criti- 
and while they see his hand in eve- || cisms upon the translation, criti- 
ry event, and the feelings of their | cisms upon the originals, oriental 
bearts correspond with their belief, ) idioms, figures of speech, the philo- 
they are safe in every situation, and | sophy of the human mind, and the 
happy under all circumstances. | most subtle metaphysics, have all 
6. In view of what has been said, |! been resorted to. New rules of in- 
we see why bad men dislike and op- terpretation have been invented for 
pose the doctrine of the universal a- || the particular purpose of being ap- 
gency of God. it has been a mat- | plied to these texts. The greatest 
ter of surprise. sometimes, to notice | Ct learning, and the greatest ingenuity 
the manner in which bad men speak || have been employed. And all, for 
of this doctrine. When they hear | what? I[t is all to prevent these 
it inculcated they are usually much || texts from teaching the doctrine of 
disturbed, and make maz ny objec- the universal agency of God. And 
tions against it. But the objection it is alla confession, that if these 
which they seem most inclined to texts are understood according to 
make, is, that this doctrine is highly || the plain and obvious meaning of the 
dishonorable to God. Drunkards, || language made use of, they do teach 
and Sabbath breakers, and profane | this doctrine. But why should all 
swearers, are, all at once, so ten- | this pains be taken te explain away 
der of the honor of God, that they || these scriptures? ‘The reason is ev- 
cannot bear to have him dishonored | ident—they bring, God too near.— 
by the exhibition of this doctrine. Men are not willing to have him so 
Now, it seems marvellous, that || near as he must be, if this doctrine 
those men, who, on every other occa- | is true. They are not willing to 
sion, are most regardful of the honor l see so much of God as they must 
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see, if they see his hand in every e- 
be that takes place. 

. In view of what has been said, 
we can account for the extensive | 


prevalence of the Arminian philoso- | edge.” 


phy. That philosophy which re- 
moves God far off, which causes him 
io disappear from the government of 
the universe, which takes men out: 
of his hands, and leaves them at 
their own disposal, “ independently ' 
of any other aid,” than the preser- 
vation of those powers which were 
given them at their crea‘ion—that. 
philosophy is the popular philoso- | 
phy of the present day. And the 
reason is obvious. 
like to have God near. 
are imperfect, and partly under 


the influence of the same feelings. | 
There are times in which they dis- | 


like to have God near. All the de- | 


praved feelings of their hearts are | 
on the side of t this philosophy. The | 
love of popularity also is a dreadful | 
The continual experience | 
that one set of views are odious to. 
most of those with whom we have 


snare : 


to do, and occasionally unpleasant 
even to ourselves, and that another. 


set of views are far more agreea ible, | 


has a powerful tendency to influ-. 


ence our judgment against the for-| 


mer and in favor of the latter. The 
prejudices also of many good men 
against the doctrine of the univ ersal | 


agency of God, owing to their mis- | 


taken views of it, present a formida- | 
ble obstacle in the way of him who | 
would maintain that doctrize. [tis | 
not to be wondered at, therefore, 
that some men, who have set out | 
with a full conviction of the truth | 
of this doctrine, and a firm resolu 
tion to support it, have been led, 


lirst to insist upon it less frequently, ; 


\ the heathen, and 


Bad men dis- 
Good men 


of the Romish 
church. They were not willing to 
have Ged near. “ They did not 
like to retain God in their knowl- 
The more they saw of him, 
the more they disliked his character. 
They saw that he was a holy God, 
and they ‘were afraid to approach 
him. But they felt the need of hav- 


‘ing some objects of worship which 


should be near. And they chose 
such as they were willing ‘to have 


‘near ; such as they were not afraid 


to approach. No doubt, they regar- 
ded them at first, as a kind of medi- 
ators. But soon, having succeeded 
in removing God far off out of their 
sight, their chief regards were trans- 
ferred to these substitutes, and they 
sunk by degrees into the grossest 
idolatry. Had men been willing to 
have God near, the worship of idols 
would never hase been introduced. 
10. In view of what has been said, 
we have great reason to rejoice in 
the prevalence of Bible Societies, & 
Sabbath schools. It is the funda- 
mental principles of Bible societies, 
to circulate that blessed book with- 
out note or comment. And in most 
of the Sabbath schools in our coun- 
try, the Bible is studied as the prin- 
cipal book. Let the Bible be read 
more, and other books less, and the 
doctrine of the universal ; agency of 
God will prevail. It is so plainly 
and so abundantly taught there, 
that those who go to the infallible 
‘word to Jearn w hat i is true, and -are 
‘eft at liberty to understand it ac- 
cording to the plain and obvious im- 
port of language, unembarrassed by 
ex planations ‘and comments, will 


undoubtedly embrace this doctrine. 


The Bible teaches that God is near ; 
and the evidence cannot be resis- 


then to doubt the utiltty of inculca- | ted unless 1 is obscured by differ- 


ting it at all, then to doubt its truth, ent teaching. 
therefore, as has been seen, that ev- 


and finally to reject it as false, and | 
oppose it with all their might. It | 
brings God too near. T he “wicked | 
will not bear it 


9. In view of what has been said, 


If it is desirable, 


‘ery christian should believe this 
doctrine, because of its happy influ- 


(ence upon the christian character, 


then there is great reason to rejoice 


‘we can account for the idelatry of | in ~ wider circulation of the Bible 
hi saches it. 
which teaches i 
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11. In view of what has been said, 
we see why heaven will be a happy 
place. God will benear. ‘The ho- 
ly inhabitants of heaven will have 
the clearest views of his perfections, 
and the most lively sense of his 
presence. They will see how his 
perfections have been displayed in 
all that he has done. They will see 
that, in “ working all things after 
the counsel of his own will,” he has 
executed the wisest and best designs 
in the wisest and best manner.— 
They will see the wisdom and the 
goodness of all those events which 
now appear so dark and! mysterious. 
They will see, that his hand has di 
rected every event, and caused all 
things to conspire together to pro- 
mote the glory of his own great 
name, and the highest sum of happi 
ness in the intelligent universe.— 

And while they trace each event, 
Sica its commencement to its ul- 
timate consequences, and make new 
discoveries of the divine perfections 
at every step, their souls will be 
filled with the mist extatic delight, 
and their tongues will be employe ed 
in the livelie st expressions of won- 
der, love and praise. 

Finally. In view of what has 
been said, we see why hell will bea 
place of torment. There, also, God 
willbe near. ‘The wretched inhab- 
itants of those dark abodes, will not | 


be able to close their eyes upon the | 
divine perfection s, nor escape from | 
They will | 


the hands of a holy God. 
see how all their crimes have been 
overruled for good, and how all their 
efforts to oppose the cause of God, | 
have contributed to its advance- | 
ment ‘They will be conscious that | 
tliey have intended evil, and deserve 
to be punished forever. They will 
be sensible that they have been ac- 
tuated by a spirit of enmity against 
God, in all that they have done— 
“7 will call to mind all the envy, 
and spite, and malice, which they 





On Revivals of Religion. 


will no longer be able to enjoy the 
malignant gratification of believing 
it has done them any injury. They 
will see, on the contrary, that God 
has, in this very way, made them 
the instruments of advancing his 
great and benevolent designs. And 
thus, to the consciousness of the 
deepest guilt, will be added the 
shame and mortification of complete 
disappointinent. Their enmity a- 
gainst God will forever rise, “and 
rage, and swell; and will be in- 
creased by the full conviction that 
it is utterly impotant and vain— 
God will be near; and the sense of 
it will fill their souls with intolera- 
ble anguish ; and while “ the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up forev- 
er and ever, they will have no rest 
day nor night.” G. G, 
=> @@On- 

For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON REVIVALS CF KELIGION. 
No. X. 

In the two last numbers profes- 
sors of religion were called upon to 
consider the importance of a revival 
of religion to themselves as individ- 

uals, and to the church to which they 
belong : and several topics of re- 
] 

: 


_ 


| 
| 


flection were suggested to assist 
em in obtaining a su.table sense of 
s importance in these respects. It 
may now be observed, 
}E1. Let-them consider its impor- 
tance in relation to their children. 
1. [tis important to their children, 
| in order to secure their being in- 
'| structed in the things of religion — 
| Ina time of declension this will not 
|'bedone. 1 do not mean that abso- 
lutely nothing will be done towards 
it, but it will. not be done effectual- 
ly The efforts that are made will 
be few, in comparison with the im- 
portance of the object—they will 
| not be well directed, nor uniform, 
| nor steadily persevered in. The 
church as a body will be likely to 


neglect the subject altogether, as 
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have ever indulged against God, & | | is usually the case; or if “they can- 
his cause, and his people ; ; but they | not excuse them ives entirely, they 
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duty in words, and adopt a few res- 
olutions, and then sit down satisfied, 
without carrying them into effect.— 
Parents will feel very little of the 
importance of paying personal at- 
tention to their children, and will 
meet with a multitude of discour- 
agements in the attempt. Having 
little or no sense of the amazing re- 
sponsibility which attaches to them 
in relation to the souls of their chil- 
dren, they will see but little of their | 
duty and will be disposed to find | 
excuses for neglecting that little— 
When their children are young, they | 
will conclude it is in vain to attempt || 
to teach them, because they cannot | 
understand. When they are older 
they will feel their incapacity to in 
struct (hem much. and they will find | 
great difficulty in engeging their at- 
tention to what they atten apt to teach. 
Children are very quick sighted to | 
see what their parents have most 
at heart ; and seeing them manifest | 
no solicitude on the subject of reli 
gion, they will feel justified in the in- 
dulgence of their natural i 
to disregard it. ‘Thus, after a few 
feeble attempts, parents will be 
likely to do little or nothing towards 
the religious instruction “of their 


will be likely to acknowledge their | 
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portant. It would | stimulate the 
church to do their duty, and it would 
stimulate parents to do theirs. Let 
the churchbe in the lively and vigor- 
ous exercise of the christian graces, 

and they will not regard the welfare 
of the rising generation with so much 
indifference. Let them be awake, & 
they will feel that the admission of 
children under their care by baptism 
has some meaning—they will feel 
that there are some duties which 
grow out of it, of serious and selemn 
import. Let parents be awake, and 
personal attention to the religious 
instruction of their children will 
not be neglected. Let them feel the 
worth of souls, and the souls of their 
own children will not be disregard- 


| ed. In the morning they will sow 


their seed, and in the evening they 
will not withhold their hand. Both 
_will be watered” with their tears ; 
and both will be accompanied with 
their prayers to God that he would 
| give the increase. Their children 
will see that their parents are in ear- 
| nest, and will be convinced that it is 
a matter of importance. They will 
be prevailed upon to give their atten- 


_ tien to the subject, & to store their 


minds with those truths which are 
able to make them wise unto salva- 


children ; and the children will grow 1 tion. From early childhood they will 


up in almost total ignorance of the | 
ereat truths of the vospel. But this 
will not be the worst. 
though destitute of correct 





religious truth, will not remain va- || canal and | 


cant. ‘The native depravity of their 
hearts will predispose them to the 

be iief of error; and their interceurse 
with the wicked will furnish them 
with abundant instruction in its 
principles. And before parents are a- 
ware of the danger their children are 
in, the children have Neaaeen confir- 
med in the belief of the ‘ost perni 
cious and destructive heresies. 
offen have parents tolament this re- 
sult, when it is too late to provide a 
remedy! To guard against such a 
result, a revival of religi ‘ton is ail im- 


Their mune 


tlow 


} 


{ 





| rents will be still 
deficient in the eovernment of thear. 


| children, 


know the holy scriptures, and will 
| be effectually guarded against the 
seductions of error. They will un- 
and the great doctrines of the 
know the evidence by 
which they are supported. Andal- 
though their i inclinations may still be 
on the side of error, their under- 
standing and their conscience will 
be too well informed for themoever 
to embrace it. 

2. Let parents consider how im- 
| portant 1s a revival of religion to 
| their children, m order to secure 
| their being restrained from wicked- 
| 
| 
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‘struction. ‘Toestablish parental au- j in the counsel of the ungodly, then 
thority over the minds of children, | go in the way of sinners, and are 
requires so much pains, such conti- |) scon qualified to sit in the seat of 
nued attention, such firmness of | the scorner. How soon does the ri- 
purpose, and such an habitual regard || sing generation, under such circum- 
for uliimate consequences, that. pa- || stances, grow up a generation of vi- 
rents, who are not under a constant | pens, Sand become proficients i In eve- 
sense of their accountableness to ry evil work! Does the christian 
God, and who have not their eye || parent dread sucha result ? Nothing 
steadily fixed on the eternal welfare can prevent it, but a revival of reli- 
of their children, will be extremely gion. A revival in the hearts of pa- 
liable to fail in this duty. “ Fool- || rents would make them sensible of 
ishness is bound in the heart of aj! thei: uportance of guarding the souls 
child.” They are depraved by na- || of their children from the snares to 
ture. They will desire a thousand || which they are exposed. It would 
eratifications which are incensistent || make them feel the importance of 
with the law of God. They will | establishing their authority over 
choose the society of the wicked, || them when. young, and of exercising 
and eagerly learn their evil ways. ' that authority to keep them from 
In a time of declension many things || the influence of wicked eompanions. 
come into practice, under the spe: || A revival also would render this 
elous name of innocent amusements, |) much easier, by its influence upon 
which are well adapted toattract the all classes of society. When a re- 
attention and interest the feelings of || vival becomes general in any place, 
youth, and lead them further and |} the wicked are overawed. ‘The 
further from every thing of a serious || presence of God is so visible, that 
nature. At sucha time parents find | } they feel a powerful restraint. ‘They 
it extremely difficult to restrain their | dare not indulge in their wicked 
children from participating in these practices so openly. ‘That thought- 
gratifications, though they are sensi- | lessness, & lightness of mind, whieh 
ble of their i injurious tendency. Not || were before so general among the 
having well established their autho- | youth, gives place to seriousness 3 and 
rity over their children, and finding I solemnity. Those vain and sinful 
| 
| 


er 


ssupunscpsshagineenrsnansnoaispastinesssinnstsanlicnnadeaecmnsollaaanaape 








that the children of others are in- || amusements which before presented 
dulged freely in these things, it re- | So many and so strong temptations 
quires too great a struggle to resist to the young now decline and die. 
their selicitations. And having but || It is easier, then, for christian pa- 
little sense of the evil of sin, and of | rents to restrain their children from 
the danger of indulging in it, they || wicked company and wicked prac- 
try to satisfy their conscience by ex- | tices, and to train them up in the 
pressing their epinion on the sub- || nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
ject, and then permitting their chil- : 3. Let parents consider how im- 
dren to follow their own clinations portant is a revival of religion to their 
After having thus, in a few instan- } children, in order to secure their pre- 

ces, felt their own weakness, & ex- || paration for usefulness in the world. 
posed it to their children, they be- || A faithful course of religious in- 
come sensible that all their power to || struction, and religious restraint, 
restrain them is gone, and that eve- | will have a powerful tendency, (e- 
ry attempt to interpose is only ma- || ven if they do not become pious,) to 
king the matter worse. They cease, || form their minds to such habits of 
therefore, even to make faint strug- || thinking and acting as will make 
gles, and their children are com- || them respectable and useful mem- 
pletely let loose, These first walk |! bers of society. Habits of subordi- 
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nation, of truth, of integrity, and of For the Utica Christian Repository. 
regard for the welfare of others, will ON CHRISTIAN HOPE. 
secure for them the respect and con- Accurate definitions are of the 
fidence of their fellow men, & con-/|} first importance in the investigation 
tribute very much to their success || of truth. A small stream, by nume- 
in life. But, on the contrary, those || rous accessions, becomes a torrent. 
vho grow up without religious in || A small ddliquity, long pursued, 
struction, and destitute af religious | diverges far from the direct path— 
and moral restraint, who form habits || So a slight error in definition proves 
of insubordination, and of disregard f the unfailing source of obscurity and 
to truth and integrity, who are ad- trouble, and as the investigation pro- 
dicted to low gratificattons, and || ceeds, is sure to lead us more or less 
are sordid and selfish in their pur- |] astray. Those subjects with which 
suits, take the course which leads to!) we are most familiar, are often the 
disgrace in this world, as well as ru- || most diflicult to be with accuracy 
in the next. If parents regard on- defined. Every one has some idea 
ly the temporal welfare of their || of hope, fear, anger, grief, joy, and 
children, therefore, they will feel || sorrow ; but when we attempt to an- 
that a revival of religion is of great || alyze eather of these affections, to 
importance. ascertain precisely in what it con- 
But 4. Let parents consider how |) sists, and to form a definition we 
important is a revival of religion to || find ourselves involved in difficulty, 
their children, in order to secure the The subjectot the present discus- 
salvation of their souls. Let no re- |} sion is Christian hope. In attend- 
vival take place, and they are inevi- || ing to it, I propose, 
tably lost. Let no revival take I. To point out the nature of hope 
place in the hearts of parents, and || in general. 
they will not pray for their chil- If. Ascertain the principal obgecz 
dren so as to prevail; they will not || of the hopes of Christians. 
set before them a suitable exam- (II. Inquire for the means by 
ple, nor instruct them faitlifully, nor | which these hopes may be increased 
restrain them from wickedness. Let|| and strengthened. And 
no revival take place, and their chil- IV. Shew the benefits resulting 
dren will go on in they sins, treas- || from them. 
uring up wrath against the day of{, As hope is obviously a complex 
wrath Let parents sleep on, and | affection, in examining into its na- 
their children will soon become ripe || ture, it will be necessary to proceed 
for destruction, and the vengence of|| with care. We find hope spoken of 
an angry God will cut them down, || in the scriptures as a moral exercise, 
and sink them to the regions of|] an exercise of the heart. On this 
endless despair. But let a revival |} principle, it is enjoined, as a duty. 
take place, and their souls may be || “ Let Israel hope in the Lord.” « Be 
saved. Let parents awake, andj ye sober, and hope to the end.” It 
call upon God, and their prayers } 1s on this principle too, that we hear 
may prevail. Let them faithfully || good men resolving to exercise itr 
instruct their children in the things || “I will hope continually, and will 
which belong to their peace, and af- || praise thee more and more.” “ ‘The 
fectionately and earnestly press di- Lord is my portion, saith my soul, 
vine truth upon their conscience, & || therefore will L hope in him.” But 
God may bless the means of his own || if hope is an exercise of the heart, it 
appointment, and save their souls || is no doubt a desire of the heart— 
afive. Desire seems to be essential to hope ; 
A Friend to Revivals. || whatever is hoped fer is of course 
desired. 
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Still to call hope desire is by no || tuting their own christian character, 
means an adequate description of | as.an objectof hope. They hope they 
it: For though all hope may be de- || love the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
sire, all desire is not hope. We fre- || indulge a hope that they are the 
quently desire favors which we can- || friends ofGod. Indeed many seem 
not be said to hope for; and for || to consider this as almost the only 
this reason—we can have no belief || hope of the christian. But this ought 


that they will be bestowed. Belief | in strictness to make no part of his 


therefore which is an exercise of the 

judgment, must be implied in hope. 
But can this desire and belief, an 

exercise of the heart and anexercise 


of the judgment, the one moral and | 
the other intellectual, be so com: | 


pounded or blended, as to consti- 


° rm ] 
tute but one affection? This does) 


not appear consistent or possible.— | 
It is concluded therefore, that hope 


must consist in desire, attended by | 


belief. It is desire, under particular 
circumstances—a species of desire. 
It is the desire of an object, accom- | 
panied by a degree @ belief, that 
this object will be obtained 

From this definition of hope in 
general, we may learn the properties 
of a good hope. In hope, it appears 
three things are necessarily implied ; 
viz. desire, belief, and a common 








! 
' 
| 
' 


object on which these exercises ter- | 


minate. If the hope is what it should 
be, this object must, in the first | 
place, be a desirable one. ‘lo hope 
for an object in all respects und¢si 
rable, is most obviously wrong.— 


Again, if the hope is a good one, the | 


desire, in which it consists, must be | 
benevolent. A selfish desire even of | 
the most important objects, is sinful. | 
A desire of religion on merely self. 


hope. Persons have no right to hope 
that they are the friends of God.— 
They ought to be fully conscious of 
their friendship for the Divine Be- 
ing. ‘They ought to love their Sa- 
viour so well, as to know that they 
love him. ‘They ought tobe so cor- 
dial and constant in their service of 
Christ, as to know that they are 
not the servants of the wicked one. 
Peter did not love his Lord too well, 
when he appealed to him in accents 
of assurance, “ Lord thou knowest 
all things, thou knowest that I love 
thee.’ Nor was Paul too confi- 
dent, when he affirmed, “ I know in 
whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him a- 
gainst that day.” A knowledge 
such as this necessarily swallows up 
belief, and of course is inconsistent 
with hope. “ What a man seeth,” 
or knoweth, “ why doth he yet hope 
for.”? 

2. The great and ultimate object 
of Christian hope, is complete sal- 
vation in the heavenly world.— 
“ Lord,” says the Psalmist, “ 1 have 
hoped for thy salvation.” “ Putting 
on,’ says the apostle, “ the breast- 
plate of faith and love, and fur an 


ish principles,has nothing in it which || helmet the hope of salvation.’ “ We 
aholy God can approve. Still again, |; give thanks to God and the Father 
in a good hope, the belief implied of our Lord Jesus Christ,for the hope 
must be rational. It must be war- ; which is laid up for you in heaven.” 





ranted by sufficient evidence, other- | 


wise, although the object may be im- 


portant, and the desire disinterested, } 


hepe is a palpable delusion. 

If. [ proceed to enquire for the 
principal object of christian hope. | 
And I observe, 1. This object is not | 
personal piety. 


' 








“Christ in you the hope of glory.” 
“ Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, in 
hope of eternal life, which God that 


| cannot lie hath promised, being jus- 


tified b- his grace, we should be 


made heirs, according to the hope of ° 


eternal life.’ It is not pretended, 


Nothing is more || that christians may not lawfully 
common than to find persons substi- || 


hope for any thing, besides the jor 
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of heaven. We believe, however. 
that when their hopes are properly 
regulated, this will be the ultimate 
object. It will be the central point. 
As heaven involves the highest good 
of whch creatures are capable it 
will be to the christian the grand 
object of his hope ; and other things 
will be desired and hoped for only 
as theyt end to lead him up hith- 
er. 

The principles which have been 
established, will help us to reconcile 
the duties of christian hope, and as 
surance. Both these we find com 
manded, as duties, in the New Tes- 
tament, “ Be ye sober and hope to 
the end.”? Let us draw near, with 
a true heart, in full assurance of 
faith’? Many persons have thought 
it difficult if not impossible, to re- 
concile these duties. “If it is our 
duty,” say they, “to hope we are 
the friends of Christ, how can it be 
our duty to be positively sure of 
this.’ Assurance necessarily im- 
plies more thar a belief, and must 
of course be inconsistent with hope. 
This difficulty very obviously has 
arisen in consequence of substitu 
ting that as an object of hope, which 
the Scriptures never make such, It 
is true, persons cannot hope they 
are the friends of Christ while they 
are positively sure that this is the 
case ; but it is also true, that they 
have no right to make their friend 
ship to Christ an object of hope.— 
Let their hopes be fixed on heaven, 
where Paul’s were, and where Da. 
vid’s were ; and they will no longer 
interfere with their obligations in re- 
gard to assurance. So far from in. 
terfering, the two duties will in this 
case serve to strengthen and sup 
ee each other. The stronger the 

opes of Christians, the fuller will 
be their assurance. They may even 
experience, with Paul, “ the full as- 
surance of hope.” 

ili. Lam now to notice the means, 
by which the hopes of christians 
may be increased and strengthened. 


Qq 


As these hopes, agreeably to the de- 
finition which has been given, con- 
sist in holy desires of heavenl 
glory, attended by a belief that 
this will ultimately be gained; it 
may be necessary to consider the 
means, both of increasing these de- 
sires, and of strengthening this be- 
lief; or, in other words, of promo- 
ting both the ardency & the strength 
of hope. 

the ardency of hope, or the ardor 
of those holy desires in which it con- 
sists, will be increased with every 
increase of true religious knowledge. 
This is the only rational mode of 
increasing the ardor of any religious 
affection. Christians must grow in 
knowledge, in order to grow in grace. 
The mind must be enlightened with 
divine truth ; the things of religion 
must be understood ; and the more 
they are understoou, the more they 
will excite the love and admiration 
of every new and holy heart. ‘The 
more the believer knows of heaven 
— ofits celestial inhabitants, its pure 
employments, its holy joys, & ever- 
lasting songs; the stronger will be 
his desires, the more fervent his as- 
pirations, and the more ardent his 
hopes which center there. 

The hopes of christians will in- 
crease in strength, as the evidence 
becomes more strong & convincing, 
that they are the heirs of bliss. In 
this view, one of the best means of 
strengthening and confirming them, 
will be a careful attention to the ho- 
ly scriptures. Here are written the 
promises on which hope rests. Here 
too are described the characters, 
which have a title to these promises. 
By studying these characters, the 
real christian will discover their a- 
greement with his own, and his con- 
sequent interest in the glorious in- 
heritance of the saints. ‘This, we 
may suppose, was the way in which 
the hopes of the Psalmist were con- 
firmed ; for he says expressly, «I 
have hoped in thy word.” It is al- 


so a method of stvengthening the- 
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hopes of saints, which was known | 
and is described by the apostle Paul. 
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come more and more substantial. 
‘Their evidence will arise in this case 


“ Whatsoever thin; vs were written not from their past experience, but, 


aforetime,were written for our learn 
ing; that we, through faith and com 
fort. of the scriptures, might have 
hope. “ 

The hopes of christians may be 
confirmed, by attending to the. pro- 
vidences of God, as well as to his 
word. Lt is chiefly by his providen- | 
tial dealings, that God tries and lays 
open the feelings and characters ‘of 
men. Hence, by attending diligent- 
ly to these, and observing the exer 
cises of their own minds under vari 
ous dispensations, real christians 
must discover, with a constan'ly tn- 
creasing clearness, the evidences of 
their good estate, and their hopes 
will be more and more establish- 
ed. This may be considered as the 
meaning of the Psalmist; when he 
says, “ t have hoped in thy judg- 
ments.”’ 

Another method of confirming the 
hopes of christians, is frequently and 
impartially to review their past ex- 
perience. When Jeremiah was in 

trouble, he called to mind his former 
experiences ; “ and therefore,” says 
he, “ | have hope.” We have ital- 
so on the authority of the apostle 
Paul, that “ tribulation worketh pa 
tience, and patience experience, and | 
experience hope.” 
who has been for any considera 
ble time in the School of Christ, can 
call to remembrance the former 
as *and bring into solemn review 
his past religiou~ exercises, and not 
find his doubts dissipated and his 
hopes confirmed. 

But the best method after all of 0- 
vercoming fears & doubts, & promo- 
ting the strength & stability of hope, 
is fur Christians to press forward in 
the path of their duty. ‘Their love 
should be growing more ardent, 
their repentance more deep and ef- 
fectual, their faith more vigorous, | 


| 








A 


their obedience more constant, and — 


thus will their hopes of heaven be- | 


Indeed no one, | 





| 





what is much more satisfactory, from 
thei ‘ir ~ esent feelings. It is by this 
ss in grace,and dili- 
gence In aut, that we are exhorted 
to seek an unwavering assurance. 
“ We desire that every one of you 
do shew the same diligence, to the 
full assurance of hope, unto the end.” 
it only remains, 





{V. That I bring into view some 
of the benofts resulting froma goud 
hope. 


1. A well-founded hope of heaven 
is a great safeguard to the christian, 
It is represented by the apostle as 
a part of the christian armor. “ Put- 
ting on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation.” The propriety of this 
allusion, it is not difficult to discov- 
er. Witha vastly diminished ef- 
fect, certainly, will the temptations 
of earth exert their power upon him, 
whose eyes, and heart, and hopes 
are fixed on heaven. ‘l'o every se- 
ducing adversary, such-an one will 
be enabled to look down and say, “I 
am doing a great work—J am pur- 
suing a glorious prize—I cannot de- 
scend to parley with you.” A good 
hope is also represented, as an an- 
chor to the soul. “ Which hope we 
have as an anchor to the soul, both 
sure and stedfast, and which enter- 
eth into that within the vail.”? It will 
enable him who possesses it to out- 
ride all the storms of life, and will 
| be his safe port & consolation when 
heart and flesh shal! fail. 

good hope of heaven will 
have a tendency to raise the chris- 
tian above this world, and to pro- 
mote his holiness of heart and life. 
“Every man,” saith the apostle, 
“that hath this hope in him, purifi- 
eth himself, even as he is pure.”— 
Every one, who hopes to reign with 
Christ in his kingdom above, is de- 
siring and endeavoring to be more 
like Christ on earth. Every one, 
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who has a rational hope of heaven, 
will think of heaven, will converse 
of heaven, will be reaching forward 
in his christian attainments, and be 
growing in a meetness for that bright 
abode. 2 

5. The scriptures every where re- 
present christian hope as eminently 
productive of christian joy. “ Hold 
fast,” says the apostle, “the confi- 
dence and the rejoicing of the hope 
firm unto the end.’ And he on a 
nother occasion exhorts his brethren 
10 continue “ rejoicing in hope.” In- 
deed it is impossible to conceive, 
that any one can have an evidence 
of his jove to God; and be in the ex- 
ercise of a lively hope, who does not 
rejoice. He must be filled with di- 
vine consolation, and “rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” 

From what has been said it may 
be inferred, that hope is a very im- 
portant grace of the christian. It is 
holy inits nature, sublimely glorious 
in its object, and happy in its results. 
It is mentioned by*Paul, as one in 
the triad of cardinal graces, and as 
second to none of them, unless it be 
holy love. “ Now abideth faith, 
hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity.” 

it may also be inferred, that it is 
not only a sin, but a calamity, for 
any real christian to be destitute of 
hope. Such believers (and it is be- 
lteved there are such) have no hel- 
met for their head ia the day of bat- 
tle, and no anchor “ sure and stead- 
fast” for their tossed and trouled 
souls. "They are necessarily desti- 
tute of christian consolation, and 
make slow and painful progress in 
the way to heaven. Their light, if 
it shines at all, emits but a feeble 
ray, and they are comparatively use- 
less in the kingdom of Christ. « Let 
Israel then hope in the Lord, for 
with him is mercy and plenteeus re- 
demption.” 
in the Lord from henceforth and for 
ever.” 


Yea, “let Israel lione | 
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forward 
_more liberally than was anticipated. 
In some single proportions (which 
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In the month of December last, 
the following circular was distribu- 
ted to all the families in St. John’s 
parish, Glasgow ; and being foilow- 


ed up after by a visit from the el- 
der, or other agents, in their several 


proportions, the result has been,that 


‘almost invariably the people have 


welconied the proposal, and come 
with their contributions 


are upon an average about eighty 


_families,) twenty-two shillings were 
collected the first month. 
To the parishioners of St. John’s, 


Gias>ow. 
BrerurEen.—VWve, the Pastor, & 


> Flders,Deacons,and Sabbath-scheol 


Teachers, being connected with 


| you in spiritual things, approach you 


with the warmest wishes and pray- 
ers for your temporal and eternal 
welfare. Having been much re- 


-freshed and edified in cur own souls 
by the tidings which are brought 


from a distance, and circulated at 
home, of the progress of Christ’s 
kingdom upon the earth, we are not 
a little desirous that you should be 


-partakers ef our joy and thanksgi- 
'vine—therefore, we have resolved, 


2 . . . 7 
after prayer for the divine blessing, 


| to procure for you a regular supply 
of religious intelligence from all 


quarters, and, by your help, to 
spread it abroad to every corner, & 


every fanly of the parish, that no 
one may be ignorant of the great 
work which the Lord is working a- 


mong the nations. And in pursu- 
ance of this resolution, we now 
come forward to explain to you the 


/wethod we have adopted for carry- 


ing this our plan into efiect. 

The parish is divided into 25 pro- 
nertions, over each of which, one 
Elder, one Deacon, and generally 
two Sabbath school teachers pre- 
side. These will, with your aid & 
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approbation, choose from amongst | shall take care to supply you with 


you, such as are willing and able to 
take a charge in this matter, and in 
to their hands the whole manage- 
ment within their bounds will be 
committed. ‘The managers will be 
supplied each month with the last 
religious intelligence, which they 
will hand round amongst their hou- 
ses, and to which, when thus bro’t 
to your door, we crave in the name 
of Jesus your earnest attention. It 
were truly a heartsome task, and 
well worthy a Christian father, to 


the materials 

From such a supply of food for 
Christian joy, thanksgiving and 
charity, we fondly anticipate in you 
the same fellowship, of heart and 
hand, in the B:ble and Missionary 
cause, which by the same means, we 


and not only to grow, but likewise 
to bless and edify us as it grew— 
We disclaim, and will not have it 
said, that our object is to press hea- 
vily on the hard earnings of the la- 


have felt to grow within ourselves ; 


. ~ ° ° ' ° . ad 
gather his family around him once a | borious, or to pinch the poverty of 


month, and read in their hearing the 


good news of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom; and, when they wonder at the 
ignorance and barbarity of heathen 
lands, to impress their minds with | 
the blessings which Christians | 
hold of the gospel; and, when | 
they see the knowledge and im- 

provement which follow the foot. 
steps of the messengers of peace, to | 
untold to them the order and beau- | 
ty which will overspread their own | 
lives if they will walk in the ways | 
of God. Thus, brethren, might you | 
minister a monthly feast to the souls | 
of your household, while at the. 
‘same time, you make them acquain- | 
ted with the moral and political con- | 
duct of every country under hea- | 
ven. For we do not hesitate to say | 
(knowing the truth of what we a. | 
ver) that within the same compass, | 
you shall not find so much accurate | 
and impressive information about | 
foreign parts, as in those journals | 
which we shall submit to your pe- 
rusal. So that, were we not watch- 
ing for your souls, but merely min- 
istering to your knowledge and en- 

tertainment, we know not a better 

method. Let us hope then, breth- 
ren, that once a month at least, the 

Jabours of the day being over, be- 

fore you commit yourselves to the 

Lord for the night, you will your 
selves, or your children for you.give 

to the ears of all your house, this 
Christian recreation, of which we | 








the poor still more. To you, before 
| whom, for two years, we have been 
| in and out, we appeal whether it is 
| your silver and gold, or vour edifi- 
cation in the Gospel, and your 
worldly comfort, which we covet.— 
| But shall our own backwardness in 
a cause which we believe the best— 
shall our fear of being misinterpre- 
ted, hinder us from declaring, that 
we hope as well of you, brethren, 
| as of the other members of Christ! 
Why should we not hope as well 
when we know that this city, hath 
been renowned for its faith and 
knowledge, over almost every city 


in the realm, and that its zeal has - 


been spoken of for centuries, as 
widely as its industry and com- 
merce? Therefore, we hope and are 
assured, that when you shall behold 
the zeal of these religious institu- 
tions, their wisdom and economy, 
and, most of all, their blessed fruits, 
you will not be behind others in 
your attachment and support. 
Think not, because you may have 
only a mite to give, that a mite gi- 
ven with a cheerful heart, will not 
be both accepted and blessed. To 
the poor the gospel is preached, and 
it may be said, likewise, that by the 
means of the poor the gospel is 
preached. For itis to the contribu- 
tions of the poor in Great Britain, 
that these Societies chiefly look, 
and, for years, have not looked in 


vain. Subscriptions of one penny 
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a week, are the chief stay of reli- 
nous exertions all the world over. 
God hath chosen the weak things of 
this world, to confound the things 
that are mighty. Such a contribu 


| Signed in the name of the Elders, 
tion from every family in our parish 


Beacons, and Sabbath-School Tea- 
chers. 


THOMAS CHALMERS. 


Regulations « f the St John’s Parish Associa- 
uon for Religious Purposes 


1. That we, the agents of. this 
Parish, defray, by equal contribu- 
tion, all the expenses that may be 
incurred in procuring the monthly 
intelligence or otherwise, so that 
the parochial gift may go to its des- 

tination uncurtailed. 

2. That our Pastor be our Presi- 

dent, and to relieve him of the load 

| of management, vice presidents be 

but to dun no one, the managers of |; chosen under him to act for the 
each proportion, chosen from among | year, or longer if re elected. Our 
yourselves, as above, will make a Se to consist of three El- 
| 

{ 


would amount to nearly 4000. ($1, 

00.) Four hundred pounds would 
support twenty native preachers in 
India, or circulate sume thousand 
Bibles ; so that, all trifling as one 
penny may seem in the expenses of 
a week, one penny fru. each family 
may edify many asoul. Brethren, 
can it be expended so well? To 
give to every one an opportunity, 


weekly round every Monday, and || ders, three Deacons, three Sabbath- 
what pious contributions they may || school Teachers, with one represen- 
receive within their districts, they || tative from each proportion, chosen 
will enter into books, furnished for || by the contributors, and a Treasu- 
‘he purpose. The subscribers in || rer and Secretary, chosen by the 
the district will be called together || committee. 

once a quarter, to vote away these 8. That the agents of each pro- 
contributions to the Society or So- || portion have an eye to the well be- 
cieties, they may judge most deser- || ing of their proper ward, and hold 
ving; and the Secretary shall trans- || a general meeting of it, the first 
Friday of every quarter, beginning 
from January next. ‘The Commit. 
tee shall assemble on the Friday 
following, to hear the general pro- 
gress of the proportions. And the 
second week of the year, there shall 
be a general assembly of all concer- 
ned in St. John’s church. 


-“Sr—- 
The Syned of Albany met at Plattsburgh, 


mit the same according tv your des- 
tination. At these quarterly mee- 
tings the parochial office bearers of | 
the district will assemble along } 
with you, and each contributor will 
have an opportunity to deliver his | 
sentiments upon the whole concern ; 
then, to crown and cement all, we 
shall meet with you, the people of 
our charge, once a year, in the a ee 

church, to hold the anniv er sary of Ow ian i ieenenat ve Re of m a 


the St. John’ s Parish Religious As- | ing from the cent e of the Sy: od, but a small 
sociation. proportion of the members were present. 
: ue ' trom the free-conversation on the state of 
Farewell, Fellow-Christians! and, religion, it appeared, that the churches uns 
ds you often welcome our persons der their care continue generally to prosper, 


and offices when we come amongst || 224 4 considerable number had been favour- 
©" ~ |} ed with special outpourings of the Holy Spi- 


you, for which we render you the |i rt darin ge the past year, Revivals, however, 
thanks of our hearts, and the fel |} have not “been 80 frequent as in the year pre- 


lows * . s ceding the Synod divided the Presbytery 
W hip of our prayers: so now, | Oneida, and erected a new Presbytery by 
accept this, the device and offering the name of the Presbytery of Oswego, em- 


of our common love, with a willing bracing those ministers and chw ches, late~ 


ly belonging to the Presbytery of Oneida, 
mind, and premere it with all i which are aoa of the eastern branch of Fish 
might ; and may the grace of our Creek; and directed the Presbytery of Os- 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. | wego to hold their first m: eting at Richland, 
Amen. y on the first ‘Tuesday in January next, at it 
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o'clock in the forenoon. The Synod recom 
mended to the several P esbyteri-s to take 
measures to ascertain the whole number of | 
souls withm their respective bounds with | 
tf number statedly supplied wth the ord:- 
narees of the gospel by the regular preache 
ers of snv christivn denomination. The Sy- 
nod altered the time of their s'ated meeting 
tothe jirst Wednesday of October, and re- 
solved to hold their next stated meeting at 
Amsterdam, in the county of Montgomery. 


From the New-Hampshire Repository. 
REVIVAL IN LYME, N. Hi. 


The Congregational Church in Lyme w as 
erginized May 2 22,1771, about seven or eight 
years after the first s-ttiement of the place. 
Two years after the formation of the church, 
the first ministe r, the Rev. William Conant. 
was settle? ; who conti:.ned his pastoral rela 
fion to the people unt I his death, in March 


Revival in Lyme, NV. J. 


1810, His snecessor, Rev. Nathanicl Lam 
bert, Was installed Janu ry 1, 18°11, and dis- | 
misse din September, 152 the writer of |) 


this article wus ordamed, het 3, 1821. 

About ten or cleven years a “rthe oa organ 
ization of the church, it please a God j in his im- 
finite mercy to pour out his 5 Spirit among the 
people ‘The revival at that time, oontlder ing 
the number of mhabitants, was powerfal and 
extensive ; and a goodly number, it is hoped, 
were gathered mto the fold of Christ, and be. 
came his professed triends 
to th 
period of about 40 years, the.e has been no 
considerable revival of religion; though 
there have been oecssional accessions to the 
Chureh, and individual iustances of hopeful 
rene: to God. 

At the comm-neement of the year 1870, 
the retiginas praspcets of this pe op! e were 
truly appalling = “The eiwl contract between 
the miniser and pe ple was given Up, 
i was experted that his pastoral relation to 
the Church woutd soon b dissolved The 
members of the Chareh consi-ted of some 

what less than one hundred. and the most of 
these, especially the advanced 
mite Phe iev hand of smiritual death had 
frozen the hearts of smerenat ; and as might 
be expected under sveh cireunmstaneers the 
people in general were negligent and indif- 
ferent about the souk Clouds of omimous 
appearance s-emed to darken the horizon, 
and to threaten wide waste and cesolation to 
our Zion. 

But while 


and 


rales, were 


many wer: disheartened hy 


these prospects, an’! disposed to hang their | 
harps upon the willows. and st down and 
weep tm despo: i” nev, the Lord had a bles. 


ging In reserve tor the people 
In the summer of this vear, seme indica 
tions ef good appeared. . Several faithful 


men had been employed in succession to cise | 


individuals bro't 
to consideration. Vo them the word preach: 
ex] was as the fire and the hamme,, that 
breaketh the reck in pie ces. Numbers were 
pow it nquiring what they should do to be sa- 
ved. ‘Ile congre gation on the Sabbath was | 


pense divine truth. were 


From that time | 
2 commencement of the recent work, a | 


| ey of Christ ; 


numerous, attentive and solemn. 


Meetings 


for prayer aid rebyious Couferenee were set 


/up curing the weck, und were eminently 
' blest of God, By the second Sabbath in Oc. 
tober, the time iu Whech the wruer came a- 
mong the people, some 1U or 15 began to in. 
dulge a hope, Most oi tiese were heads of 
families. 

At length the young people in considera. 
ble numbers began to be convinced that re. 
ligion was important fur tiem, and with 
che erfulness and zeal they rallied round the 
s andard of the eross, 

From October 1820, to March 1821, the 
work extended and became powerful, espe- 
cially sn four districts in town. Meetings 
were frequent, full, and deeply interesuug, 
Freedom of remark, by those under ¢ »ne rn, 
and by those who cherished a hope, was ens 
couraged. By the neighbouring misters, 
occasionally present, aud by the brethren 
and others wie spoke ; an attempt was made 
to bring dive truth aff ciiouately and plans 
ly towew. ‘Lhe sinver was reminded of his 
deep depravity and danger ; of the sufficicn: 
of the immense value o: the 
soul ; of the necessity of renewing grace ;— 
and of the great Importance of making a 
tuinely and speedy escape to the euly ark of 
safety. Vhe | loly Spirit wrought wonders! 
Lhe suppresses sigh, and the ‘starting tear, 
mudieated his silent Operation on the heart, 

Ly the first of March, 1821, as many as 
eighty, in the judgmeut of charity, had be« 
c ame the fr.ends ot Christ. Durmg the sue- 
ceceding summer, a general seriousness was 
apparent, and Uacre were afew instances of 
hopelu. penktence. The tollowmg Ucrober, 
tie Churveh, apprehensive that the work was 
about 0 Lermuimate, a pomted a day for fas< 
ting and prayer. When they came together 
on this Occasion, it was proposed that a part 
of the tine should be Gecupied in Gevising 
aud maturing plaus for prowoting a revival 
of religion ‘Vie result of these delibera- 
tions was the establishment of a circular 
prayer meeting, Lo pass round irom district 
io distriet, every Satucday evenbig, when as 
iuany Of the brethren as convenient were 
expected to attend; also sclecang a commil- 
tee to visit t,o house to house. 


These and other exertions appeared to be 


_attenved with a remarkable blessing In the 
months following, the Holy Spirit again 


>a 


i came dower like copious showers that water 
i oe oF) a thirsty earth. 
| ruary 1822) were 


January & Fob 
the most interest: ing months 
that eee ever saw. Hundreds th ronged 
th placcsot worship; andotien m one eves 
bing, more than twe nty my all the e‘oquence 
of tears, spoke is presstvely their‘feelings on 
the greai subj ectot religion . Whe work was 
revives i these seetions of the town, which 
had not heretoiore been so signatly blest. 
The generai features ot this work bave re- 
sembled mest over revivals, which biess the 
day im which we live. Ji has continued now 
about two years, and we are stili encouraged 
to he im the merey of tod. ff the work 
s| iowd stop here, there are many hundred 
| pree cious immortal souls still left im this places 
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shat we fear in the great day, would be com- 
pelted totake up the dreadful lumentaion, 
« {le harvest is past, the suinmer is ended, 
avd we are pot saved.” Our hearts desire 
aid =prayer for them is, that they might 
cone m now, in the a cepted time, and uay 
of salvation. Many among us ure stil! pray- 
i g **O Lordrevive thy work ;’? and the hope 
js indulged, that the mouths to come, will be, 
in regard to divine miluence, like months 
that are past. 

Si.ce the revival commenced, 131 have 
boca added to the chureh, besides several in- 
dividuals who have counceted themselves with 
other denominations, More than 30 domes- 
uc altars have been erected, where before 
there were nO morning and evening prayers 
‘Lweuty-cight husbauds with thei wives have 
come forward together, and usited with the 
professed friends of Zion — Forty three an- 
married persous have avouched the Lord Je- 
hovah, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to be 
thes God im the public assembly. And itis | 
hoped that a considerable number more, «ho 
have not yet professed religion, will be 
found among the frienus of Christ in the great 
deciding day. 

In revic wing the interesting scenes through 
which we have passed, I remark: 1. hat 
prvate Christians have done much to pro- | 
mote the work. An idea has been prevalent, || 7. Sept 21, 1822, 
that ministers are the only men who can do || — 
any thing to promote a revival. Lhe truth |; a 
sonia e sea Forcible impressed, that the ef || From the Missionary Herald. 


{ 
} 
| 
; : ; | ‘ a 2 ee 
forts of none can avail without the Divine || The progress of religion in Christian 
| : 
| 
} 
! 
| 


of Christ.. Their example and efforts have 
contributed pot a little to promote the wel- 
fare of immortal souls. 


age 


2. The beneficial eff-ets of a revival have 
been strikingly exhibite. in this plxce. Eve 
ery candid man, and, perhaps even the most 
bitter opposers of retig.on, will acknowledge 
that there bas beens great moral ehauge in the 
habits and purseits of this people. Almost 
every thing aronnd us has assumed a new as- 
pect. The spirit of God has changed the 
scene of testivity and amusement to a place 
for prayer; the thoughtlessness of youth to the 
serious refleetions of manhood ; and the re- 
sort of dissipation and boisterous mirth toa 
place of subri. ty & teroperance. Manyof our 
youch'have found that the giddy eirele of folly 
| is not the b: st place in whieh to spend the 
| precious hours of time, aod that the rude and 
gay associate is uot the most desirable com- 
| pation. Ad those in riper years have learn- 
ed, that the conterenee & the prayer meeting 
are better places for enjoyment than the 
house of festivity, and the habitation of mer- 
riment Who can say that religion does 
not make men happy even in this world ? 
| [n conclusion it may be said, the Lord hatl 
|| done great thiogs for us, and to him be alf 
the glory. : 


a 
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blessing ; but wiih it, private Christians may || countries, is as really tmportant, as its 
be eneonraged to labor as well as others. progress in heathen lands. Were we 
By visiting frein house to house ; by per- to take a prospective view of the pro- 
sonal conversation ; by prayers and exhorta- : : i 
tions offered inthe social c.rele, and m reli- bable extension and success of future 
gious meetings; private Christians have done || Mtssionary exertions among Pagans and 
much, very much to advauer the cause of the ||} Mussulmauns; we must, ip order to 
Redeemer in this place. And by their fidehty || forma judgment on goo:' grounds, bring 
and efforts in these various ways, many of | before our minds the probable increase 
theia have made rapid and desirable attain- | of vital piety in nations nominally 
“ae ae - aos «| Christian. If the churches at home 
‘8 believed als at females have at- eno 
forded very important aid in this good caus-. | languish, efforts abroad must decline.— 
—Among themselves, they have led many | if the churches at home flourish, there 
meetings for prayer and religious conversa- || will be, as a thing of course, an increase 
ion ; and in a more private manner by their || of efforts abroad. 
domestic influence and seasoOnable remarks to 1 On the other hand. we may say. also 
others, especially to their own sex, it is be that neidiion: tt 7 ts os ys a 
lieved that a great sum of good has been the a ee mater wi tnabpanad wenteueeer 
resuit. We trust they will be recognized in | abroad, must ever have an important 
the world to come as helpers and fellow heirs || bearing on the state of religionat home. 
with those who will inherit the promises ;— || The question as to the continuance aad 
and that their devotedness to Christ, and ex- || increase of exertions for the salvation 
Fon im his enue will be richly rewarded. | of the heathen, is most intimately con- 
s ? ; hi ; 
near, when every friend of Emanuel, whether neeted with = oe respects the a 
ian, women or child will be actively enga- | ternal posageeny: 0k OFS churches; 
ged in everv consistent way to advance the || and no satisfactory conclusions can be 


| 


cause of truth, and extend the best interests || for ned in regard to the religious char- 


of man. 5 au acter of our conntry, one hundred years 
\. The favorite infidel argument, that men |! hence: unless we take inta considera~ 


of influence and strength of mind are not : aah 
found to embrace religion, appears weak in | tion the probahle state of the missiona~ 








view of what God has done for,us. Many of || 'Y cause at that time. 
our most respectable and infl:ential citizens, What we mean to say, is briefly this,— 
‘ave stood forth asactive and decided friends || that the foreign and domestic interests 
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of the church are closely connected}— 
mutually dependent. If either flouwrsh- 
es, both must flourish; i estherdeclines 
both «aust decline. Foreign and do 
mestic mission. are nominally dist net; 
but m reality. they are only different 
departments ef the same administra- 
tion. Both are prosecuted in obedience 
to the same command ; 
the same cause ; both tend to the same 
great result. 

Observation fully confirms the t-uth 
of the foregoing speculaions. In all 
ages, the church has prospered most, 
when she has been most forward to en- 
large her boundaries. ‘There is no dis- 
puting this fact, in respect to past and 
preseat time; aid there is no reason to 
expect that this conuexion will ever be 
destroyed. 

How animatinz, then, is a considera- 
tion of the revivals of religion, which 
have, within afew years past, blessed 


many portions of our country! How | 


pleasing the reftection, that while the 
gracious operations of the divine Spiiit 
has been enlarging and beautifying hun- 
dreds of churehes; it has been not 
merely for their sakes; but also with 
merciiul designs toward immortal beings 
sitting beneath the deep glooms of hea- 
theuisin ! 

At present, however, so far as the 
worthern states are coucerned, we re- 
joice rather on account of revivals of 
religion which are past, than on account 
of those which now exist. Though in 
mauy places, where have been revivals 
within two years, more than common 
seriousness prevails, we are aware of 
but few instances, where revivals have 
recently commenced. 


Connecticut. 


With respect to the state of religion 
in Connecticut the past year, we give 
the following extract from the anoual 
Report of the Genera] Association, 
made at its last session. 

‘*The revivals of religion, which 
were in a happy progress at the time of 
the last session of this body, continued 
-for months ; in some instanees, into the 
year which now closes. The city of 
New-Haven is the only place, in whieh, 
after a decline of the work of grace, 
there has been any considerable revival 
of it. But m many places, the rich 
fruits of it have been realized in large 
accessions tothe churches. These elus- 
ters of the vines, together with the glea- 
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nings from the state at large, presented 
to us in the returns of the several dis. 
trict associations, enable us to state, that 
something more than three thoucand 
persons of our denomina ion have, du. 
ring the vear past, made a public pro- 
fession of religion.”’ 

After stating, that apostacies of recent 
professors have been very rare, the Re- 
port proceeds :— 


* Upon the first parish in Litebfield, 
there is at present, and there has been 
for several months past, a copious effu- 
sien of the Holy Spwit. Suffi-ld, Wil- 
ton, Pomfret, West and South Wood. 
stock, Killingly and Exeter, have beep 
blessed with a revival of religion. Nor- 
walk and New Canaan are also refresh- 
ed, and two or three other places in 
their vicinity, and a few elsewhere, 
share, in a less degree, the precious 
blesssing.”* 

Middle States, 


There is said to be an extensive revi- 
val of religion in Bucks County, Penn, 
As many as 400 persons have lately be- 
come hopefully pious. At Basking 
Ridge, N. J. many have been awakea- 
en to serious inqviry. In West Not 
tingham, Del. 40 were added to the 
church in the month of September. 

ee ce 
Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for A. B. C.F M from September 
19, to October 30 

Paris, Mr. Martin Porter, 20 byshels 

potatoes, sold for 433 
do 285 1-2 bush. raised by indi 
viduals on 1 agre of missionary land 

belonging to H. M’Niel, soli for = 47 58 
Utica, First Pres. so. mon, con. coll. 412 

A female friend. of missions, oY) 
Bridgewater, Rev. A. Mili r, 1 bush. 

white beans, by a friend of missions 1 
Clinton vir Philip & Mrs. Fally Tay- 

ler, premiums obtained on eattle and 

hvuscho'd manufactures, 

By Veac. Builer, mon. con. coll 
Rome, trom the children of the temale 

Sabbath Schvuol, o be applied to the 

education of heathen children, 

Turin, Lewis co. by thr Femaie Cent 
S ciety, 
and a box of clothing, estimated at 
$26 13, for the Foreign Mis. school 
at Cornwall.by Mrs mahitabel Bald- 
win, treasurer. 

Onondaga, from the Female Charita- 
bie Soc. for the benefit of the Sand- 
wich mission, a box of ‘clothing not 
estumated. — 

Amount of cash, 90 
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